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Words from Your Pastor 

On May 13, the headline on the front page of the Albuquerque Journal read: 
“Retailers, churches to reopen at partial capacity.” The very next day a church 

member asked me: “What are we doing on Sunday? Can we come back to 

church?” 

I’m sure that’s a question on the minds of many of you. As our city and state begin 

to open up -- slowly, cautiously -- and some churches begin to hold in-person wor-

ship services again, what does that mean for our congregation? 

Like you, I miss worshiping together in our sanctuary. I miss the smiles, the hand-

shakes, the hugs. I miss singing together and praying together. I miss hearing our 
choir sing. I miss sharing the sacrament of communion. I miss preaching to a con-

gregation that I can see, instead of imagining all of you in your homes as I preach 

to a camera in an empty sanctuary. I miss gathering face-to-face for Fellowship 

Time and Christian education classes. I long for the day when we can return to our 

church building. 

Under Phase I of New Mexico’s re-opening, congregations are allowed to return to 
their buildings at 25% of their capacity. But just because we can, doesn’t mean we 

should. 

Most of the available guidance about reopening churches suggests that “high-risk 

individuals” (people over 60 and those with underlying conditions) should not at-

tend in-person worship services until the risks of coronavirus infection are signifi-

cantly reduced or eliminated. So if we did resume in-person worship services be-

fore then, about three quarters of our congregation would need to stay home! 

What would in-person worship look like for younger church members and friends 
who could attend? Worshipers would have to wear masks and stay at least 6 feet 

apart. There would be no choir or congregational singing, because singing is a 

high-risk activity that can spread coronavirus through the air quickly. There would 

be no physical Passing of the Peace, and there would be no in-person Fellowship 
Time after worship. Communion would also have its challenges. It would be a 

very different worship experience! 

And then there are the cautionary tales coming from some churches that have re-

sumed in-person worship services, exemplifying the serious risks involved in re-

opening. Catoosa Baptist Tabernacle, an independent Baptist church in Georgia, 

restarted in-person services on April 26, but suspended services just two weeks 
later after learning that several families had contracted the virus. A church in Cali-

fornia held worship on Mother’s Day with 180 people in attendance. The next day 

one of those worshipers learned that they were positive for COVID-19. That one 

person had unknowingly exposed the entire congregation to the coronavirus. 

Given the above, the Session has decided to extend the suspension of in-person 

worship services through the summer months and to continue encouraging 

church members and friends to worship from home via the live-streamed ser-

vice. Remember that if you can't join us online at 9:30 a.m., our worship services 

are recorded, so you can experience them any time through our church website 

(standrewabq.org). In August, the Session will reassess the situation and con-

mailto:pastor.standreabq@aol.com
mailto:pastor.standreabq@aol.com
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Cry Me A River 
Lord I feel so much pain 

Because of a world so insane, 
Cry me a river of a million tears 

Cry me a river of a million fears 

There is so many people of the pretend 

The way the world is going it appears        
to be the end, 

Lord help us to Forgive 

Lord help us to Live, 

This world needs guidance from above 
Our children need us all to be of Love 

Cry me a river teaching us to cope 

Cry me a river bringing us hope. 

 
“Lustra”  “Dancing Light”   “Lone Wolf” 
Peace Maker Copy Right 2020 

 

 

 

 

Our turn to help families in the 

Family Promise program 

Our families are staying put at one location during 

the Corona Virus. We are responsible to provide sup-

plies for June 18th, 19th, and the 20th. This is a list 
of supplies that we’ll need:  3 gallons of 2% milk, 3 

cases of water, paper plates and paper bowls, nap-

kins, paper towels, and a  bottle of hand soap to refill 

small pumps.  We need volunteers to prepare dinners 
for June 18th and 19th and breakfast on the 

20th.  Please contact Sharon Pewitt to schedule 

meals and supplies. Thank you all for your continued 

support to this oh so worthy program.   

--Sharon &  

Julie 

Be of Faith, Be of hope, and Be of Love.  Let us not be obsessed and possessed with fear, let us 

be open to faith over fear, let us spread hope through our Love.  Let us spread hope through our peacemaking 

way.  Let us spread hope through our ways, seeking peace,  let us spread hope through our prayers for all to 

receive our Lord's grace.  Close the doors to negativity, open the doors to being positive.  Spread this positive 
to all you see, spread this positive in your prayers for the world.  Prayers that we all open our hearts to love, 

our eyes to see beauty, our ears to hear sounds for hope and our bodies open to letting go and letting God.  Our 

children need our guidance, we need to listen to their needs and feed them our Lords gift of Faith, Hope, For-

giveness, Peace and Love.  Let go of doubt, Let go of fear, Let go of negativity.  Open the door to seeing eve-
ryone around us as our brothers, sisters and spiritual family.  Learn from our pets, it is called unconditional 

love.  Remove conditional Love, remove judgment, remove being critical.  Let us instead be kind, be caring, 

be understanding be forgiving.  Be unconditional in our Love, be patient, be flexible and be of true peace.  Let 

us spread this Peace, Hope Forgiveness to us all.  
Thank you Lord for your gifts and lessons, may 

we learn our lessons and share our gifts with 

everyone. 
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Our Bread for the World Offering of Letters, an event that St. Andrew has participated 

in for many years, is moving online this year.  Your letters are more important than ever due to the effects of 

Covid 19.  Food production and supply lines are being disrupted because of the coronavirus pandemic and many 

more people will be suffering from extreme hunger.  This has a particularly devastating effect on pregnant 

women and young children who can ill afford to lose nutrition during this vital time in their lives.  

In the past, Bread for the World has provided form letters addressed to each of our Congress people; the process 

this year will be a little different. Below is a sample letter, along with the addresses for Sen. Heinrich, Sen. Udall 

and Rep. Haaland. Using the sample below, please add your own personal thoughts about the importance of in-

creasing funds to combat worldwide hunger, and mail them.  If you would like a Word version of the letter 

emailed to you, please send Marie a request at: adm.standrewabq.org  

Our statewide leader, Carlos Navarro, would appreciate a count of how many letters 

the members of St. Andrew send, so please email Paula Mills and let her know when 

you mail your letters. 

For more information or to make a donation, please visit the Bread for the World site 

at www.bread.org. 

 

Name 

Address 

City, State, Zip Code 

 
Date 

 

Dear XXX: 

 

As we all work together to respond to the Covid-19 global pandemic, it is more important than ever that we make  
strong investments in nutrition programs for the most vulnerable in the U.S. and abroad. Malnutrition makes chil-
dren and other vulnerable populations more susceptible to disease and infection. 
 
Federal Nutrition programs help U.S. families lead healthy lives. Congress should expand the summer EBT pro-
gram so more children can access nutritious food during the summer months – the hungriest time of the year for 
children. Specifically, I urge you to support S1918 “the Hunger Free Summer for Kids Act” which would expand 
this program nationwide. 
 
I also urge you to support legislation that strengthens U.S. leadership on global nutrition and increases funding 
for   global nutrition programs. Too many children globally are malnourished and suffer from stunting, which af-
fects  physical, cognitive and immune system development. 
 
Now more than ever, my faith calls me to stand alongside vulnerable people in my community and around the 
world. Our government should provide leadership toward a well-nourished and more resilient world. 
 

Sincerely, 

Rep. Debra Haaland 

1237 Longworth HOB 

Sen. Martin Heinrich 

303 Hart Senate Office Bldg. 

Sen. Tom Udall 

303 Hart Senate Office Bldg. 

http://www.bread.org
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Legislative Update May 2020 

You Can Act Now. Write to Congress – Be Part of our  

Statewide Collective Offering of Letters. 

1) COVID-19 SNAP-Respond to COVID-19 and Support Vulnerable Populations. SNAP benefits help 

people buy enough food, and the purchases stimulate the economy.  

            Every $1 increase in SNAP benefits generates more than $1.50 in economic activity. It’s estimated    
            that $1 billion in new SNAP benefits issued during a recession raises GDP by $1.54 billion and           

            supports 13,560 jobs.  
 

            Urge your senators and representatives to increase SNAP benefits to help families cope with the     

            economic downturn that is accompanying efforts to slow the spread of the coronavirus.  
 

2) Summer EBT-Expand Child Nutrition Benefits during COVID-19. The closing of Schools and com-
munity organizations has left millions of children without access to nutritious food, most likely their 

only source for meals. For children, even brief periods of hunger carry consequences that may last a 

lifetime.  

            The Families First Coronavirus Response Act (FFCRA) creates the Pandemic Electronic Benefit    

            Transfer (P-EBT) program, an important opportunity to provide nutritional resources to                  

            families who are losing access to free or reduced-price school meals at schools.  
   

            P-EBT provides households an EBT card with the value of the free school breakfast and lunch   

            reimbursement rates for the days that schools are closed.   
 

            Unfortunately, P-EBT is temporary and ends when the school year ends. We are asking Congress            

            to extend the program throughout the summer, so kids can get the nutrition they need to grow and      
            thrive. 

 

3)   Global Nutrition and COVID-19-Support $12 billion for a Global Response to COVID-19 which 

has ravaged the health and economies of nearly every country in the world.  

      Continued U.S. support for a global response to combat COVID-19 is critical. The pandemic will  

impact the world’s poorest and most vulnerable communities the most, increasing the number of   

hungry and malnourished children and families.  

      The number of people experiencing extreme hunger could nearly double to 265 million, according to 
the U.N. World Food Program. Our efforts to defeat this virus abroad will protect and save lives both 

in developing countries and here at home. 

      Urge your representative and senators to provide an additional $12 billion for a global COVID-19 

relief response 

to support part-

ners on the 
frontlines of the 

pandemic. 

--Paula Mills 
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Small Groups at St. Andrew 

Our congregation has a number of small groups: the Choir, Presbyterian Women, the Women's Book Group, 
the Historical Jesus Group, the Spiritual Formation Group, and Comfort My People. Most of these groups have 

stopped meeting during the pandemic, but two -- the Historical Jesus Group and the Spiritual Formation Group 

-- have moved their gatherings online via Zoom. If you are part of a small group that would like to move your 

meetings online, please be in touch with Pastor Roger and he will set it up for you. 

Under the coronavirus pandemic, with most of us staying at home most of the time, many are feeling isolated 

and lonely more than ever before. We miss social contact with others. This could be an opportune time to start 

some more small groups at St. Andrew. Would you like to be part of a group of 8-10 people who would meet 
regularly around a special interest, or for Bible study, spiritual reflection, prayer, or simply mutual support? 

New groups could begin meeting online via Zoom, and when risks of virus transmission are reduced they could 

eventually meet in person at church (outdoors perhaps, with proper social distancing and wearing masks). If 

you would like to be part of a new small group, please let Pastor 

Roger know (pastor.standrewabq@aol.com or 505-881-9626). 

Sunday Mornings at St. Andrew 

Live-Streamed Worship 
We encourage you to worship from home via our live-streamed Sunday services at 9:30 a.m. on our church's 
website (www.standrewabq.org), which will continue through the summer. (Please do not come to the church 
building unless you are directly involved in the live-streamed worship service.) 
 
Can't join us online at 9:30 a.m.? No problem. Our worship services are recorded, so you can experience them 
any time. At the top of our church website, place your cursor over the "Live Stream" button, and just below it a 
"Past Streams" button will appear. Click on the "Past Streams" button and you will see a list of past worship 
services. Click on the link for the worship service you want to watch. 
 
If you have Joys and Concerns to share during our Prayers of the People, please email them to Pastor  
Roger by the end of the day on Saturday (pastor.standrewabq@aol.com). 
 
We encourage you to mail your Tithes and Offerings to the church office (5301 Ponderosa Avenue NE, Albu-
querque, NM 87110) or contribute online at the church's website: www.standrewabw.org To contribute online, 
click on the "donations" button at the top of the website's home page and 
follow the simple instructions.   
 

Fellowship Time After Worship 
Following worship you are invited to join us for Fellowship Time online 
via Zoom. You may join with your computer using the link https://
us02web.zoom.us/j/82993453933 OR you can join the conversation by 
phone simply by calling the following number 1-346-248-7799 and enter-
ing the Meeting ID (829 9345 3933) when prompted. 

mailto:pastor.standrewabq@aol.com
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?t=84dr8nabb.0.0.7jomp7lab.0&id=preview&r=3&p=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.standrewabq.org%2F
mailto:pastor.standrewabq@aol.com
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82993453933
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St. Andrew Prayer Chain 
Did you know that the our congregation has a Prayer Chain? A group of St. Andrew members 

have volunteered to respond to specific requests for prayer.  Prayer requests are emailed to the 
Prayer Chain by a volunteer coordinator (currently Linda Woodworth). If you would like to vol-

unteer to be a part of St. Andrew's Prayer Chain, please send your name and email to Linda 

Woodworth  and Pastor Roger (pastor.standrewabq@aol.com). Prayer requests for the Prayer Chain should 

be emailed to Linda. Joys and Concerns for our Prayers of the  People in worship on Sunday mornings 

Children’s Sunday School 

School is over this week and we head into summer. Normally I would be cele-

brating with my students by having a little feast in class. I would be looking for-

ward, thinking and planning for the next Sunday school year right now. I am 

planning and thinking about next year, but it is a different type of thinking and 

planning. The only thing certain at this time is that things are uncertain!  During 

this quarantine, I have been writing weekly letters to the children of our church. I eagerly await a time 

when we can worship together and have Sunday school in our classroom. I look forward to the dialogue 

that we have in class and the new perspectives that the children show me. I became a teacher because I 

love children and watching them learn, but I continue to teach because I love learning and being chal-

lenged, and our children are some of the best teachers there are. They continually teach and challenge 

me.  In our recent letters, I have written about the wish we all have, at one time or another, that God 

would just come in to fix things for us. As I look back on my letters to students, there is a lot of reassur-

ing going on that God is with them and they are not alone. The knowledge that I am not alone gives me a 

lot of comfort as well. Today, we all need that peace only God can provide. Catherine Robinson talked 

about Harold Kushner in her sermon and I found a quote from him, that I shared with my students.  I 

would like to end this monthly update with the following words. 

--Laura Encino   

 

“God is the light shining in the midst of darkness, not to deny that there is darkness in the world but to 

reassure us that we do not have to be afraid of the darkness because darkness will always yield to light. 

Weekly Announcements & Worship Bulletin 

Every Friday, the church office sends an email to members and friends of the congregation with the 
Weekly Announcements that normally appear as an insert in Sunday's Wor-

ship Bulletin. As we are not currently worshiping in person, we are also in-

cluding a link to the Worship Bulletin. By clicking on the link, the Worship 

Bulletin will download to your computer so that you can print it out for Sun-
day. If you are not receiving this weekly email, please contact Marie in the 

church office (505-881-9626 or adm.standrewabq@aol.com) to be added to 

mailto:pastor.standrewabq@aol.com
mailto:adm.standrewabq@aol.com
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Session May 2020  

From the Clerk of Session, Suzanne Busch 
 

We had a terrific meeting on Tuesday, May 19!  We had a lot of items to discuss and were so fortunate 

to have a guest speaker/expert on epidemiology, Dr. Ron Vorhees who is Lori and Jack Castle’s son.  

He helped clarify some of our questions and concerns and gave some guidance on our plans for the 
near future.  Thank you Ron! 

 

Treasurer’s Report:   
St. Andrew had good income in April.  We are in a good financial position.  We have a very special 
church! 

 

 
 

Clerks Report – M/S/A of Session minutes for April 21, 2020. 
Average attendance in April – 100 

Membership as of February 29, 2020 – 169 

 

Approved Action Items: 
That St. Andrew delay in-person worship services until such time as Session believes it is safe for 

people to return.  We anticipate reviewing the information regarding coronavirus concerns in Au-

gust to make a recommendation for a possible return in the fall.   

That Session approve the offering of virtual communion on Pentecost, May 31 and resuming 
monthly communion in our homes. 

We will continue providing the Port-a-Potty which was destroyed by fire 2 weeks ago (2nd time in 

less than a year). Replaced for $150 deductible. We won’t post any signage regarding the damage.  

The consequence of not having the port-a-potty is that people may resort to relieving themselves 
on church grounds again. 

We will send a letter to the congregation with a special request that individuals consider donating 

some of their federal COVID-19 recovery rebate checks to FaithWorks. 

Collect funds for our youth program as a part of our planned Virtual Talent Show (July 12, 10:30 
a.m., please see report). As this has in the past been a fundraiser for youth, 

we will let church members know that if they wish to contribute to youth 

ministry, they may send their checks to St. Andrew, marked “youth.” 

St. Andrew will send a letter to Prime Minister Justin Trudeau letting him 
know of our ties with the killings in Canada and our hope that Canada will 

create gun laws that will prevent future horrific events such as the one on 

April 18, 2020, which took the lives of our friends Joanne Thomas and John 

Zahl. 
We approved sending our yearly financial commitment of $3000 to Albu-

querque Interfaith in one installment rather than two to assist their financial 

    April 2020 Current Month Year-to-Date Budget 

Total Income 43,607 155,063 329,300 

Total Expenses 26,287 108,144 336,766 

Difference 17,320 46,919 -7,466 
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May 20, 2020 

 

Prime Minister Justin Trudeau 

Office of the Prime Minister 

80 Wellington St.  

Ottawa, ON K1A 0A2 

 

Re: Mass Shooting in Nova Scotia 

 

Dear Prime Minister: 

This letter is from the governing body of St. Andrew Presbyterian Church in Albuquerque, New 

Mexico, where John Zahl and Joanne Thomas, recent victims of the mass murderer in Nova Sco-

tia, were long-time members. They were very active members for 15 years until they returned to 
Joanne’s native Canada in 2017. During the coronavirus pandemic, they even worshiped with us 

virtually on Palm Sunday and Easter and joined us for our Zoom Fellowship Time just before 

tragedy struck.  

John and Joanne were wonderful people, caring for and working with people on the margins their 

entire lives. We cannot think of a better memorial to them than that the loss of their lives might 

contribute to a broader good.  

We are deeply appreciative of your initiative to place a ban on assault-style weapons.  Our own 

political leadership in the U.S. acts with temerity and hesitation. Not even a classroom full of mur-

dered 6- and 7-year-old children, nor our numerous church shootings, has prompted our elected 

officials to act.  

We thank you for acting, and we pray that the Parliament will support stricter gun control laws so 

that the senseless loss of Joanne and John and others lost in this tragedy will not have been in 

vain. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

The Rev. Roger Scott Powers, Pastor 

On behalf of the Session of St. Andrew Presbyterian Church 

   The following letter was sent to Prime Minister Justin Trudeau of Canada at the Session’s request:  
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June 7 - Trinity Sunday 

Genesis 1:1—2:4a  

Psalm 8  

2 Corinthians 13:11–13  

Matthew 28:16–20  

 

June 14 (Proper 6)  

Genesis 18:1–15 (21:1–7)  

Psalm 116:1–2, 12–19  

Romans 5:1–8  

Matthew 9:35—10:8 (9–23)  

 

June 21 (Proper 7)  

Genesis 21:8–21  

Psalm 86:1–10, 16–17  

Romans 6:1b–11  

Matthew 10:24–39  

 

June 28 (Proper 8)  

Genesis 22:1–14  

Psalm 13  

Romans 6:12–23  

Matthew 10:40–42  

June 

4 Linda Evans 

9 Mary Reed 

14 Joanna DeVries 

15 Tamerin Allen 

            Chris Fogel 

Tessa Moore 

22 Edith Waugh-  

            Feliciano 

 

23 Marilyn Stoops 

24 Sara Carley 

25 Fran Fosnaugh 

Andrea Cuevas 

Lilly Paul 

26 Ray Benton 

27 Ed Franzak 

Ginger DePalma 

Bill Miller 

Linda Barnes 

30 Leah Wesselman 

Donovan Gaylor 

Jim Copeland 

The Climate Crisis:  

Do Individual Actions 

Matter? 
 

Given the size of the problem and the re-

sistant fossil fuel economy, what can indi-

viduals do to move the needle on the cli-

mate crisis?  While individual actions 

alone can’t fix the climate, the climate 

can’t be fixed without it.  The Covid19 

pandemic is a reminder that our actions 

have consequences beyond ourselves, and 

most of us are trying to avoid doing inad-

vertent harm to others. After much climate 

commentary about the difficulty of trying 

to persuade individuals to change behavior 

for the common good, the COVID virus is 

making action happen;  action by govern-

ment, action by individuals.  Individual 

actions help shape social mores, and thus 

behavior. If we have united actions on cli-

mate change by individuals, we can also 

make progress on taming the climate crisis. 

Pastor On Vacation 

  Pastor Roger will be on vacation    

  June 19-27. Rev. Bill Renfro will          

  be on call in the event of a pastoral  

  care emergency. He can be reached       

  at 512-743-6803. 
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HEALH MINISRTRY  

Hearing loss, also known as hearing impairment, is a partial or total inability to hear. A deaf person has 

little or no hearing. Hearing loss may occur in one or both ears. In children, hearing problems can affect the 

ability to learn spoken language and in adults it can create difficulties with social interaction and with work.  

In some people, particularly older people, hearing loss can result in loneliness. Hearing loss can be perma-

nent or temporary. Hearing loss may be caused by a number of factors, including genetics, aging, exposure to 

noise, some infections, birth complications, trauma to the ear and certain medications or toxins. 

Signs and Symptoms: 

Difficulty using the telephone 

Loss of direction of sound 

Difficulty understanding speech in the presence of background noise 

Sounds of speech becoming dull or muffled 

Need for increased volume of television, radio, music and other audio sounds. 

Accompanying symptoms:  

Pressure in the ears 

A blocked feeling 

Tinnitus (buzzing hissing sound in the ears when no external sound is present) 

Vertigo and dizziness. 

Hearing loss is common in older adults. Patients, clinicians, and health care staff often do not recognize hear-

ing loss, particularly in its early stages, and it is under-treated. Age related hearing loss, or presbycusis, is the 

most common type of hearing loss in older adults, and is a multifactorial sensio neural loss that frequently 

includes a component of impaired speech discrimination. Simple office based screening and evaluation pro-

cedures can identify potential hearing disorders, which should prompt audio logic referral to confirm the di-

agnosis with audiometric testing. The mainstay of treatment is amplification. For many older adults, accept-

ing the need for amplification, selecting and purchasing a hearing aid and getting accustomed to its use is a 

daunting and often frustrating process. There are numerous barriers to hearing aid use, the most common of 

which is dissatisfaction with its performance across a range of social environments. Newer digital hearing 

aids have many features that improve performance, making them potentially more acceptable by users, but 

they are expensive and are not covered by Medicare. Hearing aids have been demonstrated to improve hear-

ing function and hearing-related quality of life but evidence is less ro-

bust for improving overall QOL. Depending upon the etiology of the 

hearing loss, other medical and surgical procedures, including cochlea 

implantation, may benefit older adults. Older people with multiple mor-

bidities and who are frail, pose specific challenges for the management 

of hearing loss. These patients may require integration of hearing as-

sessment and treatment as part of a functional  assessment in an inter-

disciplinary team based approach to care. 
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Church Librarian Needed  

The St. Andrew Church Library is in need of a 
C hu rch  Lib ra r ian .  Ou r 

Church Library is in pretty 

good shape right now, but 

we need someone to help 
keep it that way (primarily 

organizing and processing 

new books that are donated 

to the library.) You don't 
need to have had prior ex-

perience as a librarian. Any book lovers out 

there who would like to volunteer? Contact Pas-

CLIMATE CRISIS:  
WHAT CAN I DO? 

 
During this time of crisis, as we combat the COVID-19 pan-

demic by some of us maintaining our distancing and home-

bound isolation while others are bravely defending us on the 

battle front, we cannot forget other crises before us. We can 
still practice certain activities designed to face the climate 

crisis at the same time! 

 

Global warming is marked by droughts and the need to 

preserve our precious freshwater resources! Here are a 

few ways we can help save water. 

When washing hands, wet them, turn off the water, scrub 
hands with soap for 20 seconds between fingers and fin-
ger tips (also under the nails) and 
don’t forget the thumbs and wrist! 
Turn on the water and rinse. 

Turn off water while brushing teeth 

and then turn on and rinse. 

Take quicker showers. 

Plant drought resistance grass and 

plants or Xeriscape  your lawns. 
 

Good morning my dearest friends, 

Thoughts on a windy morning....wearing a mask to go out always makes me struggle 

for breath. Part of that is the asthma I am sure, plus just that lack of mental trust that I 
can breathe if I do not panic. Breath, so taken for granted. It just seems we do not 

even think about it do we? And we adjust...to the pollution that poisons our earth, we 

just go on breathing, not even thinking we may be choking the earth. Until we can’t 

breathe or we struggle for that precious air ourselves. So many times I have been in 
the car and I will say, I can't breathe, I need air. Frank instantly wants to turn on the air. That is not what I 

struggle for....it is the air of the earth I struggle for. And the window goes down and I take in the air. Re-

lief. A sigh. And I am thankful. But then like so many, I just go on, not even thinking, taking the gift for 

granted. Until the masks...makes me very aware. Always. Now I think of the hymn.....Breathe on me 
Breath of God. Yes, the breath of God. That is the blessing. It is God's breath that blows through the world 

and we fail to be thankful, or acknowledge it is what gives us life. We have no life without that gentle 

spirit filling our lungs, giving us that very life and renewal and blessing.  Yes, breathe on me breath of 

God....fill me with life anew, that I may love what Thou dost love, and do what Thou wouldst do. How 
beautiful. So with a grateful heart I say thank you, for the simple, yet profound gift of God's breath. Let it 

fill all of us with renewal of spirit and hope.  

Much love dear friends, 

Enhanced On-Line  

Giving  Option 
In addition to designating your on-line gift for 
the General Fund or the Building Fund, you can 
now select “Other” and list he purpose of your 
contribution in the “Notes” section at the bot-
tom of the second 
page. 
 
--Chuck Evans 
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Save the Date for  

Virtual Game Night!  
All are invited to participate in the upcoming 
Virtual Family Game Night on Saturday, Aug. 
1 at 4:00 pm.  Bring your family, invite a fam-
ily, or come alongside your St. Andrew family 
for a fun evening of games! Contact Claire 
and let us know what you would like to play 
virtually?! Maybe it’s Trivia, Pictionary, Cha-
rades…?  

We will host the game night via Zoom and 
will be able to section out everyone into 
“Break Out Groups” in order to play the   
game(s) of your choosing.  

 

Blessings,  

Claire Lewis  
Children and Youth CE Committee 

We are All Children of God 
We are not republicans, democrats, or any political persua-

sion, we are all children of God. God is the King, the Presi-
dent of the world. We are not Americans, Germans, Russians, 

Chinese or any nationality, we are all children of God. We 

are not Catholics, Presbyterians, Muslim, Jewish, Buddhist, 

Hindus or any religious association, we are all children of 
God. I recognize the risen Christ in family, friends, and the 

entire spiritual community. Christ is in our living presence, 

reminding us all that we must treat everyone with Love, re-

minding us we are all in his family, reminding us that we are 
all brothers and sisters. Let us break bread assisting this 

world by allowing no one to starve, allowing no one to be 

homeless, allowing no one to be alone, allowing no one to be 

abused. Putting an end to wars, bringing an end to climate 
change, protect mother earth by being caretakers to our envi-

ronment, treating all species with total respect, caring for our 

children, caring for our seniors and caring for everyone in 

this earth. Let our Love be resurrected. Let our faith be resur-
rected. Let our hope be resurrected. Let our joy be resur-

rected.  Let our peace in Christ be resurrected. In this resur-

rection let us be of peace, let us become peacemakers and 

bring forth the greatest gift of all to be born every moment of 
our life, it is called Love. 

 

Dr. Alex Delap Padilla 

Dear all,  

The Children and Youth CE Committee spent some creative time brainstorming ways to continue engaging 

with one another as an intergenerational community, despite the current situation. We are all adapting and 

finding a new sense of normal. We are eager to bring back a couple favorite activities, but in a new way! 

First, we are inviting you all to St. Andrew’s first-ever Virtual Talent Show! Calling all St. Andrew talent!  

We are looking for dancers, musicians & singers, performers, comedians AND more to show off your skills 

for the congregation.  

When: Sunday, July 12th at 10:30 a.m. during Zoom fellowship hour  

How to participate: Choose your talent and decide whether you’d like to either 1) record your talent in the 

comfort of your own home with a mobile device and submit it by Friday, July 3 rd OR 2) share your talent live. 

We will compile all the submitted talents to show during the Virtual Talent 

Show, as well as having a time to enjoy the live participants. Please sign-up 

by Sunday, June 21st by contacting Claire Lewis 

(claire.lewis0701@yahoo.com). 

 

Please note that this annual Talent Show has been traditionally paired with a 

Luncheon Fundraiser. The funds that are raised are put aside for Youth events, 
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Thank you to the many supporters of the Family-to-Family Fund! 

Since the establishment of the Fund, the Presbytery has helped 30 families with necessities during the current 
outbreak. We hope to continue to relieve the financial burdens of families as funds are still available. Please 

share news of the Family-to-Family Fund with people you know that may need assistance.  

The Presbytery of Santa Fe established a Family-To-Family fund to help those that are financially affected by 
the Coronavirus quarantines. Family-to-Family funds can be used to help with rent, bill payments, or other es-

sential necessities for families that experience financial hardship due to a person's 

loss of income during the COVID-19 crisis. Funds for bills will be sent directly to 

the collecting entity.  

To apply for funds, you can access the Application Form on the Presbytery website.  

To donate to the Family-to-Family Fund, you can use the PayPal link on the Presby-
tery's website or mail a check to 217 Locust St NE, Albuquerque, NM 87102. Please 

note Family-to-Family on your donation.  

 

CONGREGATIONAL MUSINGS  

I think recognition and thanks are in order for all the efforts to keep us together during this time of social dis-

tancing: 

To Roger for the streamed service and message each week; David, Joann and Denise for the music to accom-

pany that; David Schnieder for the sound and camera; and all who served as liturgist and soloist. 

And thanks to our Boards of Elders and Deacons for staying in touch with individuals by phone each week; for 

Bob and Suzanne Busch for maintaining our Outreach to the homeless community; and all who volunteer to 

run errands or pick up groceries for those who can not get out to do that. Thanks also go to Marie StClaire for 

maintaining the church office and communications to keep us in touch with one another. 

We have celebrated Palm Sunday, Holy Week, Easter and, now, Pentecost without gathering in person, but we 

are still people of God and must come together and rejoice as soon as it is safe to do that. 

One of the many little tasks I set for myself to fill some time was to clean out my wallet and date book where, 

sometimes meaningless, things get “stored.” I found a little prayer card that I have carried with me since I 

drove across the country by myself several years ago. I would like to share the message that became my daily 

“mantra” during that journey, and is pertinent for today. 

”Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid or terrified for the Lord your God goes with you; God will never 

leave you nor forsake you.” Deuteronomy 31:6 

Edith Waugh-Feliciano 

 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001lcxj-283X706Y2NKu3nM9douT6oxvOLhcVfyQuNL7uFKFWOx3fAYa0rB2C_PohDiGQ5e-53akOUNPs-j5gdbDOnlgvPK7AsvSt2iZbBmCKiJaI7dH268TlXWFl38e3K12ewHfrOVtgbIGwOaugpIWnV5HT9HNuL0A-OQoFtfTj2CXRbDkVCzaL7qzPL3wmcYb_-Jp3nA-fZIKnABZo1w-0uDHAuynIcQIqOt
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The Synod of the Southwest - Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.)    

Siblings in Christ,    

As most of you are now aware, the President of the United States on Friday declared that all houses 
of worship are “essential” and that Governors of all the States need to allow them to open, right now, 
for this Sunday (tomorrow). The President is correct that houses of worship are an “essential” fabric 
of our society. What he got wrong is that I know of no churches that have been closed during this 
difficult time in our nation’s history. We may not be coming together physically in buildings to wor-
ship our God, but that has not dissuaded us from coming together….over the past 70 plus days, we 
have gathered and heard the Word proclaimed, participated in the sacrament of the Lord’s Supper 
and raised our voices in prayer and song....albeit virtually. The two of us have participated in more 
worship services on a Sunday morning than we have ever done before, joining with our siblings in 
the Presbytery of Santa Fe as they have hosted a Presbyterywide Sunday morning service of worship, 
worshipping with other congregations throughout the Synod and occasionally outside of our Synod, 

on that same day as well. And I am sure, many of you have done the same.    

Others have found ways to take everyday experiences and use them as a time to commune with 

God….gardening, visiting our cabins in the woods, caring for our ill and compromised loved ones.   

This is a church that is open!!!!!    

We have continued to serve our neighbors and each other with love and compassion. We’ve seen 
churches in Grand Canyon Presbytery come together and deliver 500 boxes of food and supplies 
(with each box containing enough sustenance for a month for the recipient families) to our siblings in 
the Navajo Nation….within their church, in the surrounding community and beyond and we’ve ex-
perienced the call from the Presbytery of Santa Fe to raise funds as they seek to serve those finan-
cially affected by the “stay in place” orders through its Family-to-Family Fund. These funds have 
been and are being used to assist with rent, bill payments and other essential necessities as families 
find themselves in difficult circumstances as a result of loss of jobs. We have heard of our siblings 
on the Navajo Nation, the location in the United States most impacted by the  pandemic, making 
masks for those in their communities who do not have access to either the end product or the materi-
als necessary to produce them. And these are just a few instances of a church that is alive and well 

and fully engaged in service to those within and outside of our individual faith communities.    

This is a church that is doing God’s work!!!!   

We have learned new and creative ways of providing a worship experience, a Bible study opportu-
nity,  even fellowship gatherings, virtually, which I hope will lead us into the future with similar 
ways of being the church at worship and prayer and in community. This is particularly true for our 
siblings who have often been forgotten on Sunday mornings when the rest of us were in our church 

building.   Let this be a lesson learned and carried forward.   

Ultimately, government can limit our physical gatherings because of the pandemic, but it is the re-
sponsibility and role of our individual sessions to decide when and how those gatherings will take 
place.  No government has the power to close our churches and our witness throughout the pandemic 
testifies to that fact.  I pray that our sessions, in faithful and prayerful discernment, will consider how 
and when we can physically gather together safely, keeping in mind that we are tasked to serve one 
another and particularly those most susceptible to this horrific disease in ways that honor our God 

and care for all God’s children.    
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   June 

2020 

 
  

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 1 2 

 

 

Announcements 

Due 

3 
 
 
 
 
 
5:30 pm So-
cial Justice 
Mission  
Zoom Mtg 

4 
 
 
10:00 am  
Spiritual 
Formation 
Zoom Mtg.  
 

 

 

5 6 

7 

9:30 am Live-
Stream Wor-
ship Service 
with Zoom 
Fellowship 
following    

8 9 

7:15 am Finance 

Com. Zoom Mtg. 

 

Announcements 

Due 

10 

 

 

6:00 pm Dea-
cons Zoom 
Mtg. 

11 

10:00 am 

Historical 

Jesus Zoom 

Mtg. 

6:00 pm Wor-
ship and Mu-
sic Zoom 
Mtg. 

12 13 

14 

9:30 am Live-
Stream Wor-
ship Service 
with Zoom 
Fellowship 
following    

 

15 16 

Announcements 

& Presbytiding 

Articles Due 

6:00 pm Session 

Zoom Mtg. 

17 18 
 
10:00 am  
Spiritual 
Formation 
Zoom Mtg.  

 

 

19 20 

21 

9:30 am Live-
Stream Wor-
ship Service 
with Zoom 
Fellowship 
following    

22 

 

23 

 

Announcements 

Due 

24 25 

10:00 am 
Historical 
Jesus Zoom 
Mtg. 

 

 

26 27 

28 

9:30 am Live-
Stream Wor-
ship Service 
with Zoom 
Fellowship 
following    

29 30 

Announcements 

Due 
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St. Andrew Presbyterian Church  
Building a community of faith unleashed into the world by the love of God. 

Our Mission: 

Proclaiming and living the Good News of Jesus Christ by: 

 Listening to a loving God 

 Celebrating our faith together 

 Nurturing each other in Christian love and spiritual growth 

 Working for social justice and peace 

 Reaching out in compassionate service 

 Being stewards of all God’s gifts 

 

We are located at 5301 Ponderosa Ave. NE, one block east of 

San Mateo and across from Montgomery Park. 

Worship Services:  Every Sunday at 9:30 am 

 

Please contact us at: 

Phone:  (505) 881-9626 

Fax:      (505) 884-9636 

E-mail:  adm.standrewabq@aol.com 

www.standrewabq.org 


