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Words from Your Pastor 
Election Day, November 3, is upon us! If you have not yet voted, please do so on Election Day. 
Go to a polling place and cast your ballot. It is your right and your responsibility.  
 
Given the millions of voters across the country that have cast absentee ballots, we may not 
know the final vote tallies right away. Thirty-one states and the District of Columbia begin 
counting absentee ballots on Election Day, in many cases only after the polls close. And it takes 
time to count all those ballots! 
 
More Democrats than Republicans have been voting absentee in this election, so it is possible 
than some Republican candidates will appear to be ahead based on in-person voting results, be-
fore absentee ballots have all been counted. It’s important that we allow the time necessary for 
every vote to be counted accurately before we accept a final outcome in any given race. If vote 
counts in some races are contested in court, that also would delay final election results.  
 
Whatever the outcome of the election, particularly in the contentious race for President, millions 
of Americans will be sorely disappointed, to say the least, and our nation will likely remain as 
polarized as it was before the election. Finding ways to communicate with one another across 
the partisan lines that divide us will be essential if our nation is ever to heal itself going forward. 
 
Some months ago, Elmer Jackson introduced me to Braver Angels, formerly known as Better 
Angels, an organization that runs workshops, debates, and other events where 
"red" (conservative) and "blue" (liberal) participants attempt to better understand one another's 
positions and discover their shared values. The group’s stated mission is to depolarize U.S. poli-
tics. It was founded following the 2016 election, inspired by the words of Abraham Lincoln, 
who not only called on Americans to summon the “better angels” of our nature — but called on 
us to find the courage needed to pursue a more perfect union, “with malice toward none, with 
charity for all, with firmness in the right.” Braver Angels’ fostering of dialogue between people 
on opposite sides of the partisan divide provides a valuable resource for seeking common 
ground and healing our body politic. 
 
Another resource, of course, is prayer. I leave you with this “Election Season Prayer,” by Jill 
Duffield, editor of The Presbyterian Outlook: 

 
Lord of all, Lord of conscience, Lord of love, we lament the state of our life to-
gether. We sow division rather than seek unity. We demonize instead of love one 
another. How did we get to this place? How will we ever bridge the gaps between 
us? Where do we go from here?  

 
We know, gracious God, that we cannot mend all the torn places in the fabric of our 
country. The rips are too big, the ongoing pulling apart too strong. We know, too, 
almighty God, that nothing is impossible for you. You bring close those far off from 
you and those far apart from each other. You promise to do abundantly more than 
we can ever hope or imagine. You call us to bold ministries of repair and reconcilia-
tion, justice and mercy. You command us to love our neighbors, love our enemies, 
love in ways inexplicably and immeasurably powerful through your Spirit.   

 

As we vote and wait, pray and work, may we follow Jesus Christ so closely that we 
cannot help but see him everywhere and in all people. Pour out your power, show us 

your way, turn us toward you and heal our nation. In Christ’s name we pray, amen.   

mailto:pastor.standreabq@aol.com
mailto:pastor.standreabq@aol.com
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Dear Beloved Members of  

St. Andrew Presbyterian Church,   
I would like to share with you all that I will be resign-

ing, effective October 31, 2020. I will still remain local 
and involved, however, I'll be leaning into the positions 

of my other jobs going forward.  

Please accept my sincerest appreciation for the time and 
past two years that I have had with this congregation 

and church family. It has been a great privilege of mine 

to have the opportunity to meet each of you, partake in 

youth and family activities, and even accompany Darren 

and Chloe to Triennium!  

A special thank you to the great group of individuals 

who make up the Children and Youth CE Committee 
and for their support along the way. I hope to see every-

one once again in person and encourage you all to con-

tinue being creative in the approach 

to gather the intergenerational 
church together!  

 

With love,  

Claire Lewis 

Welcome to Our Newest Members!  

On  Sunday, October 25, we welcomed  Beverly and Elmer Jackson as new members of St. Andrew Presbyterian 

Church. Please take a moment in the coming weeks to contact them by phone or email to introduce yourself  and 

welcome them to St. Andrew.  

 

Beverly Jackson 

I grew up in Nebraska and was a member of EUB, then Methodist Churches. I completed my training as an RN 

and graduated from the University of Albuquerque after bringing my 4 children to 

New Mexico. I am a Hospice nurse after starting in Home Care at UNMH and hav-
ing my own home care company. I am glad to be part of a congregation that values 

members' work in the community.  

Elmer Jackson 

I came to NM to Ghost Ranch in 1961. I was a member of St. Andrew from 
about 1962 to 1967. After 10 years in the retail business, I graduated from UNM 

and taught special ed for 7 years, then was an officer and staff member for AFT-

NM until I retired. I am involved in 2 high school community school committees. I 

am a volunteer tax helper at United Way. And I participate in several organizations 
that work to connect people. I returned to church because St. Andrew is a Matthew 

25 Congregation. 

Stewardship Commitment  

Sunday,  Nov. 1 

Stewardship Commitment Sunday is November 

1, when we will be dedicating our pledges to 
God. We have asked everyone in the congrega-

tion to prayerfully consider their financial com-

mitment to God's church and to make a 2021 

pledge in support of the good work that God is 
doing in and through St. Andrew Presbyterian 

Church. If you have sent in your pledge card for 

2021, we thank you. We appreciate your faithful 

commitment to St. Andrew and it’s future. If you 
have not completed your 2021 pledge card, 

please do so right away and place it in the mail. 

Your pledge helps the Session budget responsi-

bly for the coming year. If you have misplaced 
your pledge form, you can call the office for a 

new one, or contact our financial secretary, 

Chuck Evans, directly to make your pledge. We 

thank you for your generous 

support. 

Many Thanks! 

Your Finance and  
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House Plants and Your Health 
 

An indoor garden enhances more than decor. Researchers suggest that 
maintaining house plants can boost your health too. Gardening has been 

shown in multiples studies to be associated with a reduced risk of cogni-

tive decline or dementia in older adults, says Dr. Carr M.D., a professor of 

geriatric medicine at Washington University in St. Louis. Some therapists 
use gardening to help treat depression, schizophrenia and other psychiatric 

conditions. Learning to nurture a living plant may help lower anxiety, im-

prove attention and lessen the severity of depression. All this applies to 

gardening outside and in your home. 
 

Let's look at what else house plants can do. 

 

 
 

Allergy Relief: Researchers found that rooms with plants have less dust and mold 

than rooms without any foliage. Leaves and other parts of the plant act as natural 

filters to catch airborne particles. Common low light house plants like Chinese ev-

ergreen or the peace lily can do the job. Violets and other plants with textured 
leaves might be even better. Avoid plants with pollen or spores. 

 

 

Spider Plants for Moisture: Furnaces and air conditioners can sap humidity in-
doors especially in the winter. That can raise your chances of catching a cold or 

the flu, or make your skin itch. House plants add moisture to the air. Spider plants  

are easy to grow and propagate. They also remove formaldehyde from your 

home's air. 
 

 

Air Purifiers: Carpets, paint, cleaners, printer toners and inks, and many other 

indoor objects give off pollutants, called volatile organic compounds (VOC's). 
They can build up in the air and irritate your eyes and skin, worsen your asthma or 

make it hard for you to breath. House plants can soak up VOC's.  Some good air 

scrubbers are English ivy, asparagus fern, spider plants, peace lily, and dragon tree. 

 
 

First Aid: Gel from the aloe plant is a popular home remedy. It can treat sunburns 

and other minor burns. It can sooth your psoriasis and other skin conditions.  The 

aloe plant was a common outdoor plant in Hawaii where I grew up. Often used as 
kitchen first aid for minor burns. Here the aloe grows well indoors and continues to be my go to for minor 

burns suffered in the kitchen. 
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 DEACONS  DOIN’S NOVEMBER  2020 

Hurray! The Deacons had another in-house meeting. Well, a hybrid, two of us attended via Zoom. Modern 

technology is great (sometimes.) We had a great meeting and wonderful visits. After discussing the pros and 

cons we decided to continue the in house meetings (with zoom if needed) for the time being. The deacons 

strive to check with each of their parishioners every month. More often for some. So if you have had a voice 

mail from your deacon, please answer the call. They will try again until they hear from you or someone close 

to you, that you are well. Hey, we call each other, too. This is a strange time and communication is vital. Our 

work goes on. We provide food for monthly meals at Hope Works. Many of you have helped provide for this 

mission. Thank you! Some of our members need continued transportation. Some are housebound, so we do 

grocery shopping and other errands for them. We provide meals as needed, mostly for medical related rea-

sons; it can be tricky to cook with a broken foot or  a misaligned back. To sum it up, we are here to Serve. Let 

us know if you need a bit of help. ‘Til 

next month... 

 

Shalom,  

From all your Deacons,   

Suzanne’s Session Summary: 

Session met on Tuesday evening, Oct. 20, via Zoom We are happy to have great 

discussions remotely!   

Our actions included: 

Welcoming New Members, Elmer and Beverly Jackson! They were         re-

ceived on Sunday, October 25, 2020 at our Live Stream Service. 

Accept Catherine Robinson as our new Parish Associate starting January 1, 

2021  

We will have a special collection for Habitat for Humanity in December and are 

planning a special opportunity in lieu of the Alternative Christmas Fair. Watch for details in the Sunday 

announcements! 

 

Treasurer’s Report:

 
 

 Sept 2020 Current Month Year-to-Date Budget 

Total Income 17,621 259,028 329,300 

Total Expenses 22,647 231,992 336,766 

Difference -5,026 27,036 -7,466 
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Ready to Worship?  

Resuming In-Person Services 

 
“When can we worship together?” is a question the Worship 

and Music Committee hears every week. Though we’re not 

sure when it will happen, here are our thoughts and processes: 

1. We would like to resume in-person services as soon as 

possible, perhaps January, unless COVID cases continue to 

rise and the congregation’s safety would be in question.  

2. Singing in an indoor, closed space increases the risk of 

COVID’s spread. Currently, the Governor has prohibited congregational singing. Since Christmas Eve 

services traditionally include a lot of singing, our Christmas Eve service this year will be livestreamed 

and not in-person. 

3. When we do resume in-person services, attendance will be limited and there will be no congregational 

singing. People wanting to attend will most likely have to make a reservation, so that we have enough 
seating. We will have to stay apart as we exit the sanctuary and church, maintaining social distancing and 

wearing our masks at all times. 

4. Worship will look different. No “Hs” – Hugging, Handshakes, Hymn Singing, or Hallelujahs – except in 

our hearts.  

5. We may have recorded special music and more instrumental music.  

6. We will have a bell choir! The Boughtons gave us a gift of beautiful hand bells. If you’re interested in 

playing in a bell choir, just let us know. 

We all want to see each other and worship together. We are working hard to figure out how to do it safely, 

and as soon as possible.  

If you have suggestions for us, please let any of us on the Committee know. We’re eager to move forward. 

The Committee includes Pastor Roger, Bill Aber, Jim Dillow, JoAnn Rice, Barbara 

Sanders, Debbie Steffen, Joyce Thompson, Linda Woodworth, David Ziems, and me. 

Janet McEwen,  

Elder for Worship & Music 

Congregational Meeting – Sunday, Nov. 8 

There will be a brief Congregational Meeting immediately after worship (about 10:30 a.m.) on Sunday, 
November 8, to receive the Nominating Committee’s report and to elect new Deacons and Elders. Since we 

are not meeting in person, this Congregational Meeting will be conducted online via Zoom at the beginning of 

our Fellowship Time. Please join us if you possible can. You can join the meeting on your computer at https://

us02web.zoom.us/j/82650092437 or call in by phone at: +1 346 248 7799 (Meeting ID: 826 5009 2437). 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82650092437
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82650092437


6 

Adult Christian Education for November 
 

We are holding the classes by Zoom on Sunday afternoons from 4:00 pm until 5:00 pm.   

 
Nov. 1: Our Adult Ed Program is completing our six-part series on Facing Racism that we had originally 

started earlier this year as a program for Lent. The series is being led by Pastor Powers and Elder Bartlett. Sun-

day, Nov 1st will complete the series, which is being conducted as part of St. Andrew’s declaration to be a  

Matthew 25 church.   
 

On Sunday November 8th we will offer Election 2020 and Our Future. This program will provide us with an 

opportunity to discern the meaning of this year’s elections and to deduce what the future may hold for Christian 

social justice mission. Professor Emerita of Political Science at UNM, Christine Sierra, will offer her observa-
tions on the results of the elections. 

 

Bill Renfro and Fletcher Hahn will conduct two sessions on Global Warming and Climate Change on  

November 15 and 22. 
 

Nov. 15: Fighting the Climate Crisis - Becoming an Earth Care Congregation  (Fletcher Hahn) 

Hear about what is happening in Presbyterian churches in Northern New Mexico. Presbyterians for Earth Care 

is a nationwide network that cares for God’s Creation by: 

Connecting with God and others through biblical and theological reflection, study, and experiencing God in 

Creation; 

Equipping members with news and effective tools and resources; 

Inspiring members through conferences on timely eco-justice issues and Creation-honoring worship. 

 

Nov. 22: N. M. Economy: Replacing Our Dependence on the 
Oil and Gas Industry (Bill Renfro) 

 

A study of the diminishing proceeds of the Oil and Gas Industry 

and the rise of sustainable renewable energy economically as 
New Mexico reaches the carbon free goals which have been set 

by clean energy legislation. 

 

Nov. 29:  A series of classes in Advent presented by Rev. Cath-
erine Robinson will begin. 

 

 

Conversation on Racial Justice 
Our weekly Conversation on Racial Justice continues to meet (via Zoom) on Tuesday after-

noons at 4:00 p.m. We discuss books and articles that we are reading, videos and webinars 

that we have watched, and our own personal experiences. This is an open group. All are 

welcome. You can join the group on your computer using this link: https://us02web.zoom.us/

j/83573680666  OR on the phone by calling +1 346 248 7799 (Meeting ID: 835 7368 0666).  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83573680666
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83573680666
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     Our Banner is Completed! 
Thank you to all who have contributed and trusted me 

with your art. As Aja and Sierra tied and knotted the 

pieces together, pondering which piece should be with 

which piece I felt such a rush of emotion at the beauty 

of each piece. It is our story and it is who we are and 

continue to be during this challenging time. I remem-

bered some of the comments..."Thanks for calling what 

I drew art," "You know I can't draw,"  "Is it ok if I 

stitch (or paint, or iron on)?"  I laughed, I cried, I felt 

moved by the comments. Mostly I felt a deep connec-

tion to the spirits that shared their own interpretation of 

being open to God. And we are all literally tied together 

by ribbons of our common belief in God's enduring 

grace and love. It is finally a story of a community will-

ing to trust one another with our vulnerabilities, our 

hopes, our visions. We may not share a common build-

ing space to be a church, but we are a church none the 

less because we are knitted together by love. Thank you 

for this gift. (If you still have a piece of cloth, please 

send it and we will tie it on the banner.) 

Shalom,  

Victoria 

Faith Works 
Thanks to all of you who have been supporting FaithWorks. Our 

St. Andrew Family contributed $3900.00 toward the FaithWorks 

budget this summer. 

 

Listed are items FaithWorks needs to continue support to the 

homeless and needy families who visit daily: 

Small toiletries, ie. soap, shampoo, lotion, toothpaste, toothbrushes, 

deodorant; Socks, white or black; New underwear, men’s, 

women’s, and children’s; Granola bars, any 

kind; Ramen noodles; snack packages of crack-

ers. 

You may drop these in the box outside the of-

fice for distribution, or call Beth Dillow and I’ll 

pick them up at your home. 

Daylight Savings 

Time Ends Nov. 1 
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Dear friends and supporters of the ABQYAV program, 

 
It is with a heavy heart that I share that the PC(USA) YAV program has decided to cancel all in-person 

programming for the 2020-2021 program year, instead offering a virtual cohort for interested participants. 

While this is disappointing for us locally, we do recognize that this is made in the best interest of keeping 

prospective YAVs safe in an ever-changing and unknown world.  

  

In the YAV program, when sites take a year off, we call them “fallow” years. In agricultural terms, this is 

the year to rest, to enrich our soil, to prepare for the next planting. So, after three years of walking along-

side YAVs as they experienced the Land of Enchantment, we will spend this year reflecting on our experi-

ence so far, and preparing for the future.  

  

We ask each of you to come alongside us on that journey. Without YAVs present locally, we plan to use 

this time to dig into our relationships with the presbytery, with community partners, with local young 

adult communities. We hope to use this time to strengthen our local relationships and partnerships in ways 

that will serve us for years to come. I hope this time can be used to meet with local congregations, share 

with mission committees, and share sermons and minutes for mission.  

  

From the start of this program in 2017 (and the years of planning before that), we have been blessed 

through the support of this presbytery, through your prayers, your presence at ABQYAV events and fund-

raisers, and your financial gifts. We ask for that ongoing support--that you hold the ABQYAV program in 

prayer, that you invite us into your (virtual) midst, and that you continue to give as you can through this 

unique season of our program life. We look forward to again welcoming YAVs in the future, and greatly 

appreciate your support in this uncertain time. 

  

We grieve with so many of you in the many losses of this challenging COVID-19 world, but also hope to 

live into the creativity of the Spirit as we seek our path forward. So, we choose trust in a time of fear, and 

seek your partnership on that journey.  

  

Peace, 

Luke M Rembold 

ABQYAV Site Coordinator, PoSF Staff 

On behalf of the ABQYAV board 
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                Congregational Musings – November 2020 

The humming birds are gone. I filled the feeders through the middle of October, but 

since the end of the first week of the month I have seen nothing but bees and ants. 

They, too, need to store up for the winter so I’ll let them feast until November begins. 

Then the song birds will return to the seed feeders with the doves on the ground below 

picking up the scattered food. 

 

As we move toward the beginning of the Advent season we should be thinking of 

a few other special days coming up. Turn back your clocks on the first of  

November and remember the veterans of the armed services of our country on No-

vember 11. On November 26th we usually give thanks for the harvest and cele-

brate with a large feast. Most have spent this day with family and friends and that 

may be different this year. Don’t let Covid-19 get in your way of thanking God for 

all the gifts that you have received recently. Think about that. Some of our activi-

ties have been curtailed but this time has offered us new and different ways to 

serve. I have concluded that I have the makings for a fine hermit. For months, un-

til my health improved, my son was doing my grocery shopping. Many appoint-

ments were cancelled and lunch with friends impossible. I filled the time with 

reading, knitting and crossword puzzles. I have certainly missed visiting with 

friends and family, including my church family, but Zoom has taken over our 

lives. I have not really minded more alone time; I can celebrate the Sabbath on 

many days of the week. I keep in touch with cards and notes and phone calls; I 

have a mini-library in the trunk of my car. I am pleased that Presbyterian Women and other church groups 

have found a way to be together but masked and socially distant. I think of this viral solitude as a way to be-

come more introspective and centralize the important things and activities of my life.  

 

      This poem was composed by John McCrae, in honor of the soldiers who did not return after WW I.  

 

      In Flanders Field 
In Flanders fields the poppies blow between the crosses, row on row. 

That marks our place, and in the sky the larks still bravely singing fly scarce heard amid the  
 guns below.       

We are the dead. Short days ago we lived, felt dawn, saw sunsets glow. 

Loved and were loved, and now we lie in Flanders fields.    

Take up our quarrel with the foe: to you from falling hands we throw the torch; be yours  
 to hold it high. 

If ye break faith with us who die we shall not sleep, though poppies grow in Flanders fields. 

 

 

We’ll celebrate Christ the King Sunday, the beginning of a new liturgical year, at the end of 

the month. On November 29th we’ll celebrate the beginning of Advent and await the birth of the Christ child. 

The world is in great need; may we be blessed with a healing Grace…and Peace. 
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Rio Grande Food Project - The New Together  

 

We don't hug or high five and I’m getting used to doing little backward Roger Rab-
bit dance moves to maintain 6 feet of distance, but I mourn closeness. Prior to the 
COVID-19 pandemic, I hadn’t given a moment of thought to (or thanks for) our 
boundless ability to be close. Squeezing past a coworker in a small hallway, lean-
ing down to pick up the same dropped pen and laughing about bumping heads, 
opening doors for strangers… closeness doesn’t feel the same today. Closeness 
makes me nervous today. But humans need to be close. SOMEHOW. 

  
These days at Rio Grande Food Project, I am feeling a new kind of closeness. A new kind of TOGETHER. And I 
am so moved and grateful for it.  
  
Every Wednesday and Friday morning, hardworking moms, hardworking dads, seniors who live alone, workers 
who've just lost their jobs, the elderly caring for grandkids, young adults responsible for younger siblings, 
neighbors concerned about housebound neighbors, determined to ensure their families and loved ones DO NOT 
MISS A MEAL, drive, walk, bus, or bike to Rio Grande Food Project and gather the courage to get in line for 
food.  
  
Every Wednesday and Friday morning retirees, college students, corporate employees, furloughed workers and 
nutritionists, determined to ensure our community’s kids, adults and seniors DO NOT MISS A MEAL, drive, 
walk, bus, or bike to Rio Grande Food Project to volunteer and help distribute nutritious food to those who des-
perately need it right now. 
  
In our determination to ensure everyone has ACCESS TO ENOUGH FOOD, we ARE close. We are TO-
GETHER. Although our food distributions abound with 6-feet reminders, face coverings, hand sanitizer, disin-
fectant and gloves, we ARE close. WE ARE COMMUNITY. Our brave clients, selfless volunteers (on site and 
remote), concerned donors, passionate partners and hardworking staff at Rio Grande Food Project have found a 
NEW "together".  
  
And I am BEYOND grateful for it.Thanks to ALL who make Rio Grande Food Project’s 
hunger-relief and prevention work a reality. 
  
In closeness, 
Ari Herring, Executive Director 
 
According to Feeding America’s latest COVID report:  

New Mexico’s projected 2020 food insecurity rate is 20.7%, ranking 5th in the US  

Post-Election Community Prayer Walk 

Wed., Nov. 4, 1-3 p.m. St. Andrew P.C. Labrinth 
Drop by St. Andrew between 1:00 and 3:00 p.m. to walk the labyrinth in silent prayer 

for the common good. Uncertainty following Election Day is more than likely.   
However, that doesn't mean we can't act. Take your first post-election steps together 

with others: reds, blues, and other hues. In silence, we walk and pray and witness for 

the common good. All traditions welcome to join this silent prayer walk. This is a 

COVID-safe, outdoor event. Bring a mask, hat, water bottle, and practice social       
distancing. 



11 

Observing Advent with St. Andrew and at Home 

“Advent” means “coming” or “arrival.” During the season of Advent, we celebrate Christ’s coming into the 
world and watch with expectant hope for his coming again. In its historical origins, the season of Advent was 

patterned after the season of Lent, a six-week period of penitence and preparation for Easter. Similarly, the four 

weeks of Advent present an opportunity for communal discernment and personal examination, as the church 

prepares to celebrate the Nativity of the Lord and looks with hope for Christ’s return. 

This year Advent begins on Sunday, November 29. Our worship will focus on the Good News of Christ’s com-

ing into the world: 

First Sunday of Advent (Nov. 29):  “Good News: A Savior is Coming!”  

      (Isaiah 64:1-9; Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19) 

Second Sunday of Advent (Dec. 6):  “Good News: A Peacemaker is Coming!” 

      (Psalm 85:1-2, 8-13; Mark 1:1-8) 

Third Sunday of Advent (Dec. 13):  “Good News: A Liberator is Coming!” 

      (Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11; John 1:6-8, 19-28) 

Fourth Sunday of Advent (Dec. 20): “Good News: Jesus is Coming!” 

      (Luke 1:26-38; Luke 1:46b-55) 

Lighting of the Advent Wreath 

In the ancient world, various peoples lit fires to mark the turning of the light into winter’s season and to pray 

for the return of the light. The church has Christianized that practice in the lighting of the Advent wreath. To 
us, these candles are signs of the growing light of Christ who is coming again in all fullness into the darkness 

of our world. Until the dawning of that great day, we watch and wait in the Holy Spirit for Christ’s coming into 

the darkness of our world, lighting candles of hope, peace, joy, and love, and remembering the promises of 

God with prayer. (Teresa Lockhart Eisenlohr) 

Make Your Own Advent Wreath 

Given that we will still be worshiping from our homes via St. Andrew’s live-streamed services, you may wish 
to make your own Advent wreath, so that when we light the candles of the Advent wreath in the church sanctu-

ary, you can join in the ritual by lighting the candles of your own Advent wreath at home. Instructions for how 

to make an Advent wreath are on the next page. Other methods for making your own Advent wreath can be 

found online, including instructional videos on YouTube. In some households, the Advent wreath becomes the 
centerpiece of the dinner table and the focal point for family devotions during the Advent season. The PC

(USA) Office of Theology and Worship offers resources for Advent, including candle-lighting litanies and a 

chart with two sets of lectionary readings at: https://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/worship/

christianyear/advent/. Advent devotional books are available at: www.TheThoughtfulChristian.com, 

www.WJKbooks.com, or www.Cokesbury.com 

Share Photos of Your Advent Wreaths and/or Nativity Scenes 

https://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/worship/christianyear/advent/
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/worship/christianyear/advent/
http://www.TheThoughtfulChristian.com
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Presbyterian Women 

Due to the worsening public health emergency, public gatherings (other than worship) are once again 

limited to 5 people. Thus PW will move to a "zoom" format for our bible study on Tuesday, November 3rd. 

We know this may be a hardship for some folks, but in light of the current increase in covid cases, we are try-

ing to put safety first.  Pastor Roger will facilitate our discussion of Chapter 3 from "Into the Light, Finding 
Hope through Prayers of Lament" A short business meeting, starting at 9:30, will precede the bible study.   

Participants can join with their computers by going to the following link: https://us02web.zoom.us/

j/88589263964?pwd=NkVBeU15dGJlL0RNT2hxZWFTaC9wZz09 OR they can join by phone by dialing 1-

346-248-7799 and when prompted entering the Meeting ID (885 8926 3964) and Passcode (260376). 
Thank Offering - Since 1888, Presbyterian Women have expressed their deep sense of gratitude for God's 

blessings in their lives by giving back to people in their communities and around the world.  Through our an-

nal  

Thank Offering, we help fund programs that provide education, relief from disasters, safe housing, training 
for justice and advocacy work, and much much more. In 2020, there are 13 grant recipients in the USA and 2 

international recipients. Our own Presbytery of Santa Fe is receiving $9000 earmarked for Catholic Charities 

in the Archdiocese of Santa Fe to help them continue their work with refugee middle and high school stu-

dents. Please consider donating to this traditional fall offering by sending a check to church made out to St. 
Andrew PW and marked "Thank Offering" on the memo line. We truly appreciate your help with this impor-

tant mission. 

--Karen 

           

 Home Advent Wreath 
As we look ahead to Advent, we know we won’t be able to Anticipate 

and Await the coming of the Christ Child together in the sanctuary. 

One way that we might feel more connected during this special time is 

to create home advent wreaths. At home we could participate in light-

ing the candles each of the Sundays of Advent at the beginning of the 

worship service; knowing that many of our friends will be doing the 

same. 

An Advent wreath need not be fancy or complicated. In fact, a collec-

tion of candles is really all you need. You could go as simple as that or 

go all “crafty” and decorate a wreath with ribbons, garlands, or any-

thing you’d like.   

An Advent candle set is really all you need. 

At St. Andrew we use 3 purple candles and 1 pink candle for the Sundays of Advent, and a white Christ candle 

for Christmas Eve. 

You could use small tapers with candle holders or votive candles. You might even want to use battery operated 

candles if you have small children around. These candles are readily available at craft stores or online. A quick 

search online reveals many different options for getting fancy – or simple when creating your advent wreath. It 

would be so wonderful if we all participated in lighting the way for the coming of Christ. 

http://Roger%20Powers%20is%20inviting%20you%20to%20a%20scheduled%20Zoom%20meeting.%20%20Topic:%20PW%20Bible%20Study%20Time:%20Nov%203,%202020%2009:30%20AM%20Mountain%20Time%20(US%20and%20Canada)%20%20Join%20Zoom%20Meeting%20https:/us02web.zoom.us/j/8858926396
http://Roger%20Powers%20is%20inviting%20you%20to%20a%20scheduled%20Zoom%20meeting.%20%20Topic:%20PW%20Bible%20Study%20Time:%20Nov%203,%202020%2009:30%20AM%20Mountain%20Time%20(US%20and%20Canada)%20%20Join%20Zoom%20Meeting%20https:/us02web.zoom.us/j/8858926396
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An update from Laura Encino 
 

It has been a wild ride here lately.  Last year when we went into virtual learning it was pretty easy.  Well, easy 

is probably not the correct word.  It went very smoothly.  I had my students in my classroom for almost the 

whole year and they already knew what to expect of me and what I expected of them.  I was able to do some 

really fun learning activities that were meaningful and deepened their understanding of concepts we had al-

ready touched on.  This year, I have a k-2 classroom with half of them being kindergarten students.  I have not 

had the majority of my students before so I have been trying to get to know them and help them to connect 

with me through Google Meet.  That in and of itself has been a challenge, but it going well.  Kids are kids and 

the online format isn’t wonderful, but I can find ways to connect.  Figuring out how to do meetings back to 

back and only having time to give lessons and then let that group go so I can meet with the next group has 

been interesting.  I don’t get to walk around and observe my students.  I can gain a lot of information about 

what a kid knows and where their misconceptions are just by observing them in group.  I don’t have that lux-

ury now.  I am having to figure out new ways to see what students know.  I realized by the end of August that 

this was all going to be harder than I could ever imagine.  By mid-September it was clear that I couldn’t dedi-

cate enough time to my students at school, my students in Sunday School, my children (in mom role) and my 

responsibilities for church.  I prayed about it and thought long and hard to find a way to do it all.  It wasn’t 

until my husband (the king of overscheduling himself) looked at me and told me I needed to step down for a 

bit.  It is with great sadness that I step away from responsibilities at church for a while.  I will reconsider what 

to do in December.  I have a wonderful Sunday school curriculum about praying in color all planned out.  I 

would love to share one little picture with you...  
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November 

1     Casey Haynes 

2     Dick Harrison 

4 Jim Dillow 

      Betsy McMillan 

6 Johnny Montoya    

      Yvonne Wise 

14  David Schneider 

15   Adam Wood 

       Heather Alvarez-                   
       Ziems 
 

16   Ella Wood 

20   Lily Vick 

       Althea Light-                
       Stockli 
 

21   Sam Sandoval 

22  Debbie Steffen 

       Irene Pallardy 

23   Darren Encino 

25  Kaiya-Amani           

       John  
 
30 Josh Reed  

Hughes 

Sunday, November 1 (Proper 26) 
All Saints’ Day 

Revelation 7:9–17 

     Psalm 34:1–10, 22 
1 John 3:1–3 

Matthew 5:1–12 
Semicontinuous 

Joshua 3:7–17  

     Psalm 107:1–7, 33–37  
1 Thessalonians 2:9–13  

Matthew 23:1–12  
 
Sunday, November 8 (Proper 27) 

Semicontinuous  
Joshua 24:1–3a, 14–25  

     Psalm 78:1–7  
1 Thessalonians 4:13–18  

Matthew 25:1–13 
 
Sunday, November 15 (Proper 28) 

Semicontinuous  
Judges 4:1–7  

     Psalm 123  
1 Thessalonians 5:1–11  
Matthew 25:14–30 

 
Reign of Christ / Christ the King—

November 22 
Ezekiel 34:11–16, 20–24 

     Psalm 100  
Ephesians 1:15–23 
Matthew 25:31–46 

 
[Begin Year B] 

 
First Sunday of Advent—November 

29 
Isaiah 64:1–9 

 

Life is a Challenge 

You are trying to do your best 

While life challenges you with a major test, 
It don't come easy while you deal with strife 

We need to realize that's the way of life, 

Despite life's challenges we need to always have  

    gratitude 
In this challenge realize what you are thankful       

    for 

Appreciate those around you and don't ask for    

    more, 
In reality we have more than we realize 

Especially when we look with our spiritual eyes, 

I say a prayer of thanks to our Lord above 

and I realize the greatest gift 
of all is Love. 

 

Dr. Alex Delap Padilla  

Election Eve Silent Prayer Vigil 

for Peace and Civility  

Drop by for a visit,  instrumental music and con-

templation Monday, Nov. 2, at  St Therese Catho-

lic Church 3424 Fourth Street NW. Church doors 
open at 4p.m. and close at 8p.m. All are welcome! 

Masks and social distancing 

is required and Holy Si-

lence observed.  

“Seek the well-being of the 

city to which I have sent 

you. Pray for it to the Lord. 

For in seeking its well-

being you shall find your 

own.” - Jeremiah 29:7.  
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1 
Stewardship Sun-
day 
  
9:30 am Live-
Stream Worship/
Communion Zoom 
Fellowship follow-
ing 
  
  
 4:00 pm.Adult  
Education 
 
  

2 3    9:30 am 
Presbyterian 
Women’s  
Bible Study 
Zoom Mtg. 
  
4:00 pm Zoom 
Conversation 
on Racial Jus-
tice 

  

  

4 

1-3:00 Post-

Election 

Prayer Walk 

Labyrinth  
  
5:30 pm 
Social Justice 

Mission Zoom 

Mtg. 
  

  

5 
  
10:00 am 
Spiritual Forma-
tion Zoom Mtg. 
  

5:00 pm Worship 

and Music Zoom 

Mtg. 

6 7 
 9-12:00 Ses-

sion Mini-

Retreat on 

Zoom 
  

 

8 
9:30 am Live-
Stream Worship 
Service with Con-
gregational  Mtg./
Fellowship Zoom 
following 
  
 4:00 pm Adult  
Education 
 
 
 

9 10 

 
8:30 am  
Finance Zoom 
Mtg. 
  
4:00 pm Zoom 
Conversation 
on  Racial 
Justice 

11  
  

6:00 pm  

Deacons Mtg.  

12 
10:00 am Historical 
Jesus Zoom Mtg. 
  

  

13 14 

15 
  
9:30 am Live-
Stream Worship 
Service with Zoom 
Fellowship follow-
ing 
  
 4:00 pm Adult  
Education  
 
 

16 17 
4:00 pm Zoom 
Conversation 
on  Racial 
Justice 
  
 6:00 pm  
Session Zoom 
Mtg.   

18 19 
  
10:00 am 
Spiritual Fomation 
Zoom Mtg. 
  

  

20 21 

22 
  
9:30 am Live-
Stream Worship 
Service with Zoom 
Fellowship follow-
ing 
  
 4:00 pm Adult  
Education 
 

23 24 
  
4:00 pm Zoom 
Conversation 
on  Racial 
Justice 

25 26 

 

27 28 

299:30 am Live-
Stream Worship 
Service with Zoom 
Fellowship follow-
ing 
  
 4:00 pm Adult  
Education 
 

30           
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St. Andrew Presbyterian Church  
Building a community of faith unleashed into the world by the love of God. 

Our Mission: 

Proclaiming and living the Good News of Jesus Christ by: 

 Listening to a loving God 

 Celebrating our faith together 

 Nurturing each other in Christian love and spiritual growth 

 Working for social justice and peace 

 Reaching out in compassionate service 

 Being stewards of all God’s gifts 

 

We are located at 5301 Ponderosa Ave. NE, one block east of 

San Mateo and across from Montgomery Park. 

Worship Services:  Every Sunday at 9:30 am 

 

Please contact us at: 

Phone:  (505) 881-9626 

Fax:      (505) 884-9636 

E-mail:  adm.standrewabq@aol.com 

www.standrewabq.org 


