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A couple of weeks ago, we looked at the beginning of Job’s story. 
Today, we return to Job, but at a point much later in the story. 
 
You may recall that Job was a good and righteous man.  He was 
blameless and upright.  He lived a life faithful to God and he 
turned away from evil.  Job was also a family man.  He had seven 
sons and three daughters.  And Job was very wealthy, too.  He 
had 7,000 sheep, 3,000 camels, 500 yoke of oxen, 500 donkeys, and 
many servants. 
 
But one day, Job loses everything. He loses his property -- his 
livestock and his servants.  He loses his children -- his sons and 
daughters are all killed.  He loses his good health as well -- his 
body is covered with sores.  Job suffers greatly.   
 
And as if all that weren't enough, his so-called "friends" accuse 
him of wickedness and call upon him to repent.  After all, God 
does not punish the righteous, they say, only the wicked.  And 
Job must have done something pretty awful to deserve such 
suffering.  He had better come clean and admit to his 
wrongdoing. 
 
But through it all, Job maintains his innocence.  He has done 
nothing wrong, he protests, he is a righteous man.  Moreover, 
through all his suffering, Job trusts that God will deliver him 
from his plight.  Job lays his case before God, arguing in his own 
defense, believing that God can be reasoned with.   
 
The scripture we heard this morning is part of God's answer to 
Job.  Speaking out of the whirlwind, God puts Job in his place.  



Just who does Job think he is?  Does he really think he has the 
knowledge to be able to contend with God?   
 
God cross-examines Job: "Where were you when I laid the 
foundation of the earth?  Tell me, if you have understanding.  
Who determined its measurements -- surely you know!  Or who 
stretched the line upon it?  On what were its bases sunk, or who 
laid its cornerstone when the morning stars sang together and all 
the heavenly beings shouted for joy?" 
 
God puts things into perspective.  God is the creator of the earth, 
and, indeed, the entire universe.  Job, on the other hand, is a mere 
mortal, a human being with little knowledge, limited by his own 
creatureliness. 
 
[SLIDE: EARTH FROM SPACE] This photograph of the earth 
from space hangs on my office wall as a reminder of our place in 
the universe.  And whenever I look at it, I recall the words of 
Adlai Stevenson: "We travel together, passengers on a little 
spaceship, dependent on its vulnerable supplies of air and soil, all 
committed for our safety to its security and peace, preserved from 
annihilation only by the care, the work, and I will say, the love we 
give our fragile craft." 
 
When I look at God's creation, I am filled with awe and wonder.  
It is a marvel -- as much to us as it was to the Psalmist writing 
more than 2,000 years ago: "Bless the Lord, O my soul. O Lord my 
God, you are very great. . . . You stretch out the heavens like a 
tent. . . . O Lord, how manifold are your works!  In wisdom you 
have made them all.” 
 
[WAIT FOR THE NEXT SLIDE] In a moment I want to show you 
another picture that hangs on my office wall.  But before I do, I 
want to tell you how the picture was taken. To take the picture, 
astronomers focused the Hubble Space Telescope on a tiny spot in 
the constellation we know as the Big Dipper. [SLIDE: THE BIG 
DIPPER] To the naked eye, the tiny spot they focused on looked 
black and devoid of stars. If you crossed two straight pins 
together and held them at arms length, the point at which they 



intersect was the area of sky on which the telescope was focused -
- a tiny point in the sky.  Even with a small telescope, looking at 
that tiny point in the sky, you would think that there was nothing 
there -- no stars or planets, just empty space.  The astronomers left 
the Hubble Space Telescope focused on that one point for 10 days, 
allowing it to collect all the light it possibly could from distant 
objects many light years way.  The result was the Hubble Deep 
Field photograph of the farthest reaches of the universe. [SLIDE: 
HUBBLE TELESCOPE DEEP FIELD PHOTOGRAPH] 
 
Now, when you first look at this photograph you see a lot of 
colored dots and tiny points of light against a black background.  
And you might think to yourself, "OK, there are stars in that small 
black area of the sky after all.  Look at them all!"  But then you 
learn that the points of light in the photo are not individual stars 
but entire galaxies, each one containing hundreds of billions of 
stars. In this photo, the Hubble Space Telescope revealed galaxies 
fainter than had ever been seen before. The light from some of 
them traveled for 10 billion years to reach us. 
 
Moreover, there are 1500 galaxies in this one photo, taken of that 
one tiny point in the sky.  It would take 25,000 photos at this scale 
just to cover the bowl of the Big Dipper.  Multiply that by the 
entire area of the sky and you have a universe of billions of 
galaxies.  It's overwhelming, mind-boggling, incomprehensible!   
 
When I first saw this photograph, suddenly my view of the 
universe expanded exponentially and my view of the relationship 
of God and humanity was radically transformed.  It gave me a 
new appreciation for the utter transcendence of God, the One 
who is behind this vast universe, the Creator and Sustainer, the 
Source of all that is. 
 
And yet, at the same time that I marvel at God’s transcendence, I 
also remind myself that God is also immanent, right here with us. 
On the one hand, God is out there, beyond all time and space, the 
ground of our being that provides the underlying unity of all 
things. God is transcendent. On the other hand, God is also 
immanent. God is right here with us. God is the spiritual 



dimension of reality all around us, the Spirit that encompasses the 
entire universe. God is the one in whom "we live and move and 
have our being," as one Greek philosopher put it. Or as German 
theologian Dietrich Bonhoeffer wrote: "God is the beyond in our 
midst.” 
 
Chet Raymo, science writer for the Boston Globe, writes of the 
Hubble Deep Field photograph: "This new knowledge of the 
galaxies is exhilarating and terrifying, beautiful and dreadful. . . . 
The Hubble Deep Field photo opens us to a cosmos of capacious 
grandeur -- a universe of 50 billion galaxies blowing like 
snowflakes in a cosmic storm . . . The fourteenth-century mystic 
Julian of Norwich asked, 'What is the use of praying if God does 
not answer?'  In that wonderful image of more than 1,000 galaxies 
caught by a magnificent instrument lofted into space by a 
questioning creature, God answers." 
 
In the cosmic scale of things, human beings are about as 
significant as specks of dust.  And yet, [SLIDE: EARTH FROM 
SPACE] God cares for us as we hurtle though space on this tiny 
planet we call earth.  We are infinitesimally small, and yet we are 
infinitely precious.   
 
Our planet is a miraculous gift from God.  Life is a precious gift 
from God.  All that we are and all that we have are gifts from God 
and are meant to be shared.  That's what stewardship is all about: 
using wisely the resources God has entrusted to our care on this 
good, green earth for the common good of all.   
 
Remember the words of Adlai Stevenson: "We travel together, 
passengers on a little spaceship, dependent on its vulnerable 
supplies of air and soil, all committed for our safety to its security 
and peace, preserved from annihilation only by the care, the 
work, and I will say, the love we give our fragile craft."  
May it be so.  Amen. 


