
St. Andrew Presbyterian Church 
The First Sunday of Advent 

Sunday, November 28, 2021 
--------------------------------- 

Building a community of faith unleashed into the world by the love of God. 
 

 

PLEASE NOTE: Words & Music to Hymns/Responses  

are included at the end of the bulletin. 

 

—————————————————————————— 

Gathering Around the Word 
—————————————————————————— 

           

Centering Meditation                                                                                    

Holy God, heaven and earth may pass away 

but your realm is eternal and your promise is sure. 

Leaven our hearts with hope as our redeemer draws near. 

Help us to heed the signs of the times, so that we may be ready to stand 

before Christ, our judge and savior; in whose powerful, glorious name we pray. Amen. 

 

Ringing of the Bell  

 

Welcome and Matters of Community  

 

Prelude                                                    The Quiet Harvest                       by Thomas Keesecker 

 

Call to Worship                

One: Now is the time of watching and waiting. 

All: The time of pregnant expectation of new life. 

One: Now is the season of hope unfolding. 

All: The dark winter season when hope is waiting to be born. 

One: Let us come before God with receptive and willing spirits. 

All: May our souls magnify God’s name and may our spirits rejoice in God our Savior! 

Rejoice! God comes to bring the birthday of life and hope. Amen. 

 

Opening Hymn # 367 (see below)   Come, Ye Thankful People, Come  

 

Call to Reconciliation 

One: Friends, the season of Advent is a time of preparation, and part of that preparation  

            is the honest practice of confessing our sins before God and one another. 

Together, let us confess our need for forgiveness. 

  

 

 



Prayer of Confession  

All: Holy God, it would be much easier to ignore the signs around us: the widening gap 

between rich and poor, the lack of adequate care and resources for the most vulnerable 

among us. We would rather not see these signs. So we ask that you give us the courage 

to acknowledge what we see and to speak for the voiceless; challenging injustice, 

guided by the love of Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 

Silent Prayers 

 

Assurance of Forgiveness 

One: My friends, stand up straight, lift up your downcast eyes, your redemption is at hand. 

     In Christ Jesus our sins are forgiven. 

 

Passing of Christ’s Peace 

One: The peace of the Lord be with you. 

All:     And with us all. 

One:  Please share the Peace of Christ by waving to your neighbor  

and call or text someone to share the peace of Christ with them as well. 

 

Sung Response #103                   Come Now, O Prince of Peace (vs. 1) 

    [sing twice] 
 

Come now, O Prince of Peace; make us one body. 

Come, O Lord Jesus; reconcile all people. 
 

—————————————————————————–— 

Proclaiming the Word 
————————————————————–—————— 

 

Special Music                            Come Thou, Long Expected Jesus             sung by Jim Copeland 

                 

Prayer for Illumination 

One: Direct our attention, O God, above the turmoil of our times, beyond the distress of human 

 greed. We look for signs that your realm is near, that your Word rules the world. Free us 

from the weight of heavy cares to bear your joyous truth into our relationships. Amen. 

              

First Reading:                     Jeremiah 33:14-16              

  

Second Reading:              Luke 21:25-36 

 

Sermon                                                Signs of New Life                  Rev. Roger Scott Powers 
 

—————————————————————————— 
Responding to the Word 

—————————————————————————— 

 

Hymn #357 (see below)                   The Days Are Surely Coming  



Mission Focus                                                                                                 Jim Copeland 

   

Invitation to the Offering   

One:    As our love for one another increases and abounds, so does our generosity. The circle          

of our concern widens. Our passion for justice expands. Our desire to join in Christ’s 

redeeming work extends to the whole human family. What a privilege to have so much       

to share! 

 

Offertory 

 

Response #774 (see below)          There is Now a New Creation (vs. 1 and 5) 
 

There is now a new creation through the grace of Jesus Christ, 

peace and reconciliation with the God of endless life. 

There is now a new creation, through the grace of Jesus Christ. 

Sing, with thanks and adoration, to the God of endless life! 

 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 

All:  Thank you, God, for this family of faith, which enriches our lives and enables us to share. 

Thank you for making us aware that some faint with fear and others dwell in hopelessness. 

We are grateful that you show us ways to lift the burdens of our sisters and brothers.  

May our offerings further this ministry among us and beyond our community. Amen. 

 

Prayers of the People (from joys and concerns emailed to Pastor Roger through the week) 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

All:  Loving God, holy be your name. Your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as in 

heaven. Give us today our daily bread, and forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who 

sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, 

the power and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen. 

 

—————————————————————————– 

Bearing and Following the Word into the World 
————————————————————–————— 

 

Closing Hymn # 250 (see below)    In the Bulb There is a Flower 

 

Postlude                                                    Zion’s Walls                               arr. by Aaron Copland 

          played by Sharon Macklin, cello, and Denise Baccadutre, piano                                                                                                              

 

Charge and Benediction 

One: ...and let the people say: 

All:    Alleluia! Amen. 

 

 

 

 



 

Worship Resources: 

The Centering Meditation Prayer is from the Presbyterian Church (USA) website: 

https://www.presbyterianmission.org/resource/prayers-advent 

The Call to Worship by Ruth C. Duck comes from Bread for the Journey, edited by Ruth C. Duck, 

Pilgrim Press, 1981. The Advent Wreath Litany is by the Rev. Mindi Welton-Mitchell, Rev-o-lution 

Resources, http://rev-o-lution.org, © 2020. Used by permission. First Sunday of Advent (Year C) — 

Liturgy &amp; Hymns by Stephen M. Fearing (stephenmfearing.com) John van de Laar; from 

the Sacredise.com website. Gathered by Love: Worship Resources for Year C, Lavon Bayler,  

United Church Press, 1994 

 

 

Music:   

Come, Ye Thankful People, Come – Henry Alford, 1810-1871, alt. Music: George Job Elvey, 1816-

1893; Contributors: St. George’s, Windsor; Come Now, O Prince of Peace – Tune: © 1990, 

Geonyong Lee; Text: O-so-so © 1990 Geonyong Lee; para. by Marion Pope © 1990, Marion Pope; 

The Days Are Surely Coming – Words: David Gambrell © 2011 (admin. by Presbyterian 

Publishing Corp; Music Welsh folk melody; Llwybrau Moliant, 1972; harmony from The English 

Hymnal, 1906; There is Now a New Creation – Text: © 2011 David Gambrell, (admin. Presbyterian 

Publishing Corp.); In the Bulb There is a Flower – Words and Music: Natalie Sleeth © 1986 Hope 

Publishing Company; All Rights Reserved. Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-

732021 

 

 

 

Special Thanks To: 

Denise Baccadutre – Piano 

Sharon Macklin – Postlude Cello 

Elmer Jackson – Liturgist 

Barbara Sanders – Worship Planner 

Jim Copeland – Mission Focus 

David Schneider – Audio/Video  

Jan McEwen – PowerPoint  

Jim Copeland – Special Music  

 

  



 



  



  





 


