
St. Andrew Presbyterian Church 
Earth Day Sunday, April 18, 2021 

--------------------------------- 

Building a community of faith unleashed into the world by the love of God. 
 

PLEASE NOTE: Words & Music to Hymns/Responses are included at the end of the bulletin. 

 

—————————————————————————— 

Gathering Around the Word 
—————————————————————————— 

 

Centering Meditation 

The Bible is full of references to food and meals, and through these stories something important is 

communicated to us. . . . Biblical stories of food address nourishment of bodies but also of spirits, 

and relationships between people. The ways we choose to consume food, support food systems and 

operate within the global food economy are matters of faith. Honoring right relationships (between 

God and people, between God and all creation, between groups of people, and between people and 

all creation) are vital for living a daily discipleship in line with biblical understandings of 

community. 

As disciples of Jesus Christ, we commit daily to live out our faith individually and in 

community with one another and the rest of God’s creation. On this Earth Day Sunday, we reflect in 

particular on how we eat impacts God’s creation in the face of a changing climate. 

 

Ringing of the Bell  

 

Welcome and Matters of Community  

 

Prelude                                                  Rhosymedre                                  Ralph Vaughan Williams 

 

Call to Worship 

One: Awaken! The new day reveals itself in every moment, and by the grace of God all things are 

made possible. Come, let us give thanks. 

All:  We give thanks to you, blessed, mysterious Life-giver, for one more day to experience 

the miracle of creation. 

One: With every breath we remember that life is a gift from you, O God, and we give thanks. 

All:  With every bite of healthy food, we know the wonder of your diverse and fruitful 

Earth, and we give thanks. 

One: With every word, we affirm your transforming love for each of us, and we give thanks. 

All: Holy Beloved, through you all things are made new. Creation is full of your glory. All 

praise be yours! 

 

Opening Hymn #36 (see below)   For the Fruit of All Creation (All Verses) 

 

 

 



Call to Reconciliation  

One: God, who is righteous and just, hears our humble admissions of where we have gone wrong 

and offers grace. Let us then with confidence come before God to admit the ways we have 

fallen short. 

 

Prayer of Confession 

All: Gracious God, we have taken the fruits of your creation and your merciful abundance 

for granted. We have uttered prayers of thanksgiving without true gratitude. 

Meanwhile, we have failed to recognize the suffering of the earth and of the people who 

have produced our food. Ignoring our connection to the rest of your creation as we 

reap nourishment, we move further away from your vision of your beloved 

community. Forgive us, O God, and transform us. Open us to the richness and beauty 

in connecting our food—at the Lord’s Table and at our individual tables—to all the 

natural and human resources who have brought it to those tables. Help us to give 

thanks not just for our food, but for all those who have brought it before us, and to 

work that they might also flourish. Encourage us to work for justice for all, so that     

all may give you thanks and be fed. In Christ Jesus we pray. Amen. 

 

Silent Prayers 

 

Assurance of Forgiveness 

One:  In loving compassion, we are blessed and made whole by God. In loving compassion, we 

are fed and we are nourished. In loving compassion, we are placed into relationships with all 

creation, that God’s peace and justice might reign. In loving compassion, we are forgiven 

and wrapped in the warm embrace of a gracious God as we go forth to live connected lives.  

 

Passing of Christ’s Peace 

One: The peace of Christ be with you. 

All:  And with us all. 

One: Please share the Peace of Christ with those at home  

and call or text someone to share the Peace of Christ with them as well. 

 

Response #582       Glory to God, Whose Goodness Shines on Me (v. 1) 

Glory to God, whose goodness shines on me, 

and to the Son, whose grace has pardoned me, 

and to the Spirit, whose love has set me free. 

As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be. Amen. 

 

—————————————————————————–— 

Proclaiming the Word 
————————————————————–—————— 

 

Special Music    O God, Be Gracious                by Thomas Tallis 

         sung by Sharon Burkhardt 

 

  



Prayer for Illumination 

One: Holy God, by your Spirit reveal your radical, surprising love; come to us through your    

holy word, and let us hear what you are saying. Amen. 

 

First Reading:                 Psalm 4 

 

Second Reading:           Luke 24:36b-48 

 

Sermon     Have You Anything to Eat?          Rev. Roger Scott Powers 

 

—————————————————————————— 

Responding to the Word 
—————————————————————————— 

 

Hymn #713 (see below)         Touch the Earth Lightly (vs. 1-3) 

 

Mission Focus          New Mexico Health Security                Max Bartlett 

 

Invitation to the Offering 

One: As Jesus gave himself fully for us and then appeared to the disciples bringing peace,           

so let us now bring wholeness and healing to others through our tithes and gifts. 

 

(We encourage you to mail your tithes and offerings to the church office  

or contribute online at the church website.) 

 

Response #712          As Those of Old Their Firstfruits Brought (v. 1) 

As those of old their firstfruits brought of vineyard, flock, and field 

to God, the giver of all good, the source of bounteous yield, 

so we today our firstfruits bring, the wealth of this good land: 

of farm and market, shop and home, of mind and heart and hand. 

 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 

All: Lord God, we offer to you only a portion of what you have given us. All that we have is 

from your creative hand. All that we can give away we do through Jesus’ love. All our 

renewal comes from the Holy Spirit’s wisdom. Deal graciously with these gifts so that 

others may have joy; in Jesus’ name. Amen. 

 

Prayers of the People (from joys and concerns emailed to Pastor Roger through the week) 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

All:  Loving God, holy be your name. Your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as in 

heaven. Give us today our daily bread, and forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who 

sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, 

the power and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen. 

  



—————————————————————————– 

Bearing and Following the Word into the World 
————————————————————–————— 

 

Closing Hymn #714 (see below) God of the Fertile Fields (vs. 1-2) 

 

Postlude                                                    Sortie Toccata                                    Theodore DuBois 

 

Charge and Benediction 

One: ...and let the people say: 

All:    Alleluia! Amen. 

 

Worship Resources: 

The Centering Meditation, Call to Worship, Call to Reconciliation, Prayer of Confession, and 

Assurance of Forgiveness come from “Have You Anything to Eat? Sustainable Food in a Changing 

Climate,” the 2015 Earth Day Sunday resource written by Rev. Carol Devine and Rev. Rebecca 

Barnes for Creation Justice Ministries. The Prayer for Illumination, Invitation to the Offering, and 

Prayer of Thanksgiving, come from Feasting on the Word: Worship Companion, edited by 

Kimberly Bracken Long, Westminster John Knox Press, 2014.  

 

Music: For the Fruit of All Creation - Words: Fred Pratt Green, © 1970 Hope Publishing Company; 

Glory to God, Whose Goodness Shines - Words and Music: Paul M Vasile, © 2008 Paul M. Vasile; 

Touch the Earth Lightly - Words: Shirley Erene Murray, Music: Colin Gibson ©1992 Hope 

Publishing Company; As Those of Old Their Firstfruits Brought, Georgia Harkness, © 1989 The 

Hymn Society (admin. Hope Publishing Company); God of the Fertile Fields - Words: Georgia 

Harkness, ©1955 Hymn Society in the US & Canada; Reprinted with permission under ONE 

LICENSE #A-732021. 

 

SPECIAL THANKS TO: 

JoAnn Rice – Piano/Organ 

Max Bartlett – Mission Focus 

Sharon Burkhardt – Singer 

Suzanne Busch – PowerPoint 

Janet McEwen – Liturgist 

Rev. Roger Scott Powers – Worship Planner 

Bob Busch/David Schneider – Audio/Video  

David Ziems – Guitar 

 

Fellowship Time After Worship -- Following worship, you are invited to join us for a time of 

fellowship online via Zoom. You may join with your computer using the link 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82766267467?pwd=OWNqQ2tEd2E2c0NZYWhiN2I2WVdNQT09 

OR you can join the conversation by phone simply by calling 1-346-248-7799 and entering the 

Meeting ID (827 6626 7467) and Passcode (422552) when prompted. 

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82766267467?pwd=OWNqQ2tEd2E2c0NZYWhiN2I2WVdNQT09


 



 



 

 



 



 


