
St. Andrew Presbyterian Church 
Sunday, November 29, 2020 

--------------------------------- 
Building a community of faith unleashed into the world by the love of God. 

 
PLEASE NOTE: Words & Music to Hymns/Responses are included at the end of the bulletin. 

 
—————————————————————————— 

Gathering Around the Word 
—————————————————————————— 

 
Centering Meditation 
Christians believe that Jesus is the Savior. Even his name—probably something like “Yehoshua” in 
the language of his time—means “the Lord saves.” It was a common enough name in first-century 
Palestine, but right on the first page of the New Testament we get a signal of its importance. In the 
first chapter of the Gospel according to Matthew, an angel tells Joseph to give the boy this name 
and explains that the name refers to “saving” because he “will save his people from their sins” 
(Matt. 1:21). As one contemporary biblical scholar writes, “of all the traits Matthew ascribes to 
Jesus in the course of his story, the one most fundamental is that he is ‘saving.’” Who he is cannot 
be separated from what he does, and even his name means salvation.  
      -- William C. Placher, Jesus the Savior 
 
Ringing of the Bell 
 
Introit 
 
Welcome and Matters of Community 
 
Prelude     Prepare the Way  (Bereden väg för Herran)  Robert Lau 
 
Call to Worship 
One: It doesn’t matter whether or not you have faith; 
 whether or not you are cynical or despairing, 
 hope-filled or hope-less: 
 what matters to God is simply that you are here. 
All: We are entering the time of Advent, 
 in preparation for Christmas. 
One: Advent reminds us that if God is to be born again 
 in the most ordinary parts of our world and our lives 
 that we need prepare for it. 
All: We need to make the space in our lives 
 where love might be born. 
One: Welcome to this tiny corner of a harsh and dark world. 
 Together, let us practice being ready 
 in the faith that Christ will come.  
All: Let us worship God. 
 
  



Lighting of the Advent Candles 
One: We shall light the Advent candles,  

praying that our preparation for Christmas may help us 
to look outward in love,  
and look forward in hope. 

All: Living Christ, light of the world,  
give us the warmth of your love. 

One: There are five candles. 
We shall light a new candle each Sunday from now until Christmas. 
Candles are useful. 
They give light and warmth when electricity fails. 
Candles are simple, yet ingenious. 
They show us the inventiveness of people in the past 
and connect us with generations before us. 
Candles are special. 
In the dark, they give bright light and warm shadows. 
Candlelight brings us together 
as we talk and laugh and listen. 

All: Living Christ, light of the world, 
give us the warmth of your love. 

One: In Isaiah, chapter 64, a prophet cries our to God: 
O that you would tear open the heavens, 
and come down, . . . 
to make your name known. . . . 
You have hidden your face from us. . . . 
Yet . . . we are the clay, and you are our potter; 
we are all the work of your hand. 
     (selections from Isa. 64:1-8) 
We light our first candle 
as a prayer for our suffering world, 
that God, who is often hidden, 
may be revealed to us and to all. 

(Light the first candle.) 
Living God, come to our world. 

All: When you hide your face, help us, 
to trust your promises and wait in hope. 

 
Opening Hymn #92 (see below) While We Are Waiting, Come  (vs. 1 & 3) 
 
Call to Reconciliation  
One: O God of present and future, you see and know when we feel unfulfilled, frustrated and utterly 

God-forsaken.  Make us deeply aware of your presence in our lives; that we may approach 
each new day in the hope that only you can bring, through your Son, Jesus Christ. 

 
Prayer of Confession 
All: Almighty God, we stand before you this day painfully aware of our shortcomings.  Like 

the prophet, we sometimes feel, not like holy people, but sinful, unclean and corrupt.  We 
sometimes even feel that you must be angry with us and occasionally as though you have 
abandoned us altogether, when in reality it is we who have forsaken you.  Forgive us, O 
God, and return to our lives in ever new ways, that we may also return to you. Amen. 



Silent Prayers 
 
Assurance of Grace  John 4: 8-10 
One: Draw near to God, and God will draw near to you.  Cleanse your hands you sinners and purify 

your hearts you double-minded.  Humble yourselves before the Lord, and God will exalt you. 
 
Passing of Christ’s Peace 
One: The peace of the Lord always be with you. 

 All: and with us all. 
One: Let us share the sign of peace with one another. 
 

(Please share the Peace of Christ with those at home  
and call or text someone to share the Peace of Christ with them as well.) 

 
Response #83 (see below) Come Thou Long Expected Jesus (verse 1)    
 

—————————————————————————–— 
Proclaiming the Word 

————————————————————–—————— 
 Special Music    O Come Emmanuel   
            
Prayer for Illumination 
One: Gracious God, as we turn to your Word for us, may the Spirit of God rest upon us. Help us to 

be steadfast in our hearing, in our speaking, in our believing, and in our living. Amen. 
 
First Reading:   Isaiah 64:1-9       
        
Second Reading:   Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19      
            
Sermon    Good News: A Savior is Coming           Rev. Roger Scott Powers
         

—————————————————————————— 
Responding to the Word 

—————————————————————————— 
 
Hymn  #355 (see below)  O Hear Our Cry, O Lord   (vs. 1 & 2) 
 
Mission Focus           Family Promise   Sharon Prewitt  
 
Call to Offering 
One: Lord, we are the clay, you are the potter; we are the work of your hand.  We offer the gifts of         
       our hands to spread the promise of Christ’s coming into the world. 

 
(We encourage you to mail your tithes and offerings to the church office  

or contribute online at the church website.) 
 
Response #654 (see below)  In the Lord I’ll be Ever Thankful  
  



Prayer of Thanksgiving 
Lord of all, as we begin these early days of Advent, we feel your light in our lives, and in the 
world. We are grateful for the Savior who awaits us, and eagerly anticipate the time of 
rejoicing. Let us look forward in hope, and turn to you with great trust as you guide our steps 
through this Advent Journey.  Amen. 
 
Prayers of the People   (From joys and concerns emailed to Pastor Roger through the week.) 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
All: Loving God, holy be your name.  Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in 

heaven.  Give us today our daily bread, and forgive us our sins as we forgive those who 
sin against us.  Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.  For the kingdom, 
the power, and the glory are yours now and forever.  Amen. 

—————————————————————————— 
Bearing and Following the Word into the World 

—————————————————————————— 
 
Closing Hymn #102 (see below) Savior of the Nations, Come   (vs. 1 & 2) 
   
Postlude     Veni Emmanuel    Daniel Miller  
 
Charge and Benediction 
One: and let the people say 
All: Alleluia! Amen! 
 
Resources Used: The Call to Worship was written by Cheryl 
Lawrie, http://holdthisspace.org.au/all-of-who-we-are/. The liturgy for lighting the Advent Candles 
is from Brian Wren, Advent, Christmas, and Epiphany: Liturgies and Prayers for Public Worship 
(Louisville, KY: Westminster John Knox Press, 2008) and are reproduced by permission. Copyright 
© 2007 by Brian Wren. https://onlineministries.creighton.edu/CollaborativeMinistry/Advent/Daily-
prayers.html; Lectionary Worship Aids Cycle B, Paul A. Laughlin, C.S.S. Publishing Company 
1987. 
In the Lord I'll Be Ever Thankful--Words and Music: Jacques Berthier, Taizé 
© 1986, 1991, Les Presses de Taizé, GIA Publications, Inc.; Savior of the Nations, Come – Words:  
Evangelical Lutheran Worship, Words: © 2006, Augsburg Fortress; Reprinted with permission 
under ONE LICENSE #A-732021 
 
SPECIAL THANKS TO: 
JoAnn Rice -Piano 
Advent Team (J. McEwen, R. Powers, B. Sanders, D. Steffen, J. Thompson) - Worship Planners 
Janet McEwen - Liturgist 
David Schneider, Rod Kirchmmeyer – Audio/Video 
David Ziems, Guitar	  
	  
Fellowship Time After Worship -- Following worship, you are invited to join us for Fellowship 
Time online via Zoom.  You may join with your computer using the 
link https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82650092437 OR you can join the conversation by phone simply by 
calling the following number 1-346-248-7799 and entering the Meeting ID (826 5009 2437) when 
prompted.  



 



 

 



  



 



 


