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A Word From Your Pastor 
Grace and peace to you as we all social distance our way through this Coronavirus pan-
demic. I give thanks for your continued faithful participation in the life of our congrega-
tion – even from a distance!  

Our live-streamed worship services in recent weeks have been well attended. Our esti-
mated online “worship attendance” for Palm Sunday was 94 people, for Easter Sunday 
was 119, and for Earth Day Sunday was 85! Many of you have also joined us for our 
Fellowship Time via Zoom on Sunday mornings following worship. Between 20 and 30 
households have participated each Sunday. It has been wonderful to be able to check in 
with one another and see everyone’s faces. Please join us by computer or by phone.  

During the week, our elders and deacons have been calling church members by phone to 
see how everyone is doing. (Social distancing does not have to mean social isolation.) If 
you have not been receiving calls from an elder or deacon, please let me know (505-881
-9626 or pastor.standrewabq@aol.com). We don’t want to lose track of anyone. 

The Session and some of our church committees have also been holding their meetings 
online, as have the Thursday morning Spiritual Formation and Historical Jesus Groups. 
If you want to be included in any of these on-line meetings, please let me know. 

I am grateful that so many of you have continued your giving to the church -- by mail 
and online. Thanks to your generosity, St. Andrew remains financially strong. 

For me, personally, the hardest thing about this pandemic (aside from trying to do virtu-
ally all ministry by phone and computer) is coping with the deaths of loved ones when 
we are unable to gather together to support one another in our grief and sorrow. As you 
know, Earl Harvey, St. Andrew’s beloved organizing pastor and pastor emeritus, died 
peacefully at home on April 2. His body was interred on April 8, and I was grateful to be 
able to join with Earl's daughter Sandra in a brief graveside service. A memorial service 
will be scheduled once the pandemic is over and family can travel to Albuquerque, per-
haps in late summer. Earl's obituary is posted online at: https://
www.frenchfunerals.com/obituary/Earl-Harvey. His family asks that favorite memo-
ries, photos, and stories of Earl be shared on that webpage so that family members 
around the country can all see them. Cards may be sent to: Sandra Baca, P.O. Box 
14237, Albuquerque, NM 87191. 

Then the news broke of the April 18-19 shooting rampage in Nova Scotia in which two 
long-time members of St. Andrew, Joanne Thomas and John Zahl, are believed to have 
been killed. The alleged shooter was their neighbor. Their house was burned to the 
ground. It is a terrible, heartbreaking tragedy. John and Joanne worshiped with us from 
home on Palm Sunday and Easter Sunday and participated in our Zoom Fellowship 
Time both Sundays. It’s hard to believe they’re gone. 

Those who were part of our Fellowship Time on Sunday, April 26, had the opportunity 
to grieve together and to share memories of Joanne and John. And while it was helpful, 
it wasn’t the same as being together physically in the same room, able to comfort one 
another face-to-face with a gentle touch or a warm embrace.  

May we find comfort in our belief that in life and in death we belong to God, and noth-
ing, not even death, can separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.  

Peace, 

Roger 

mailto:pastor.standreabq@aol.com
mailto:pastor.standreabq@aol.com
mailto:pastor.standrewabq@aol.com
https://www.frenchfunerals.com/obituary/Earl-Harvey
https://www.frenchfunerals.com/obituary/Earl-Harvey
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A Note From Dick and Ann Harrison 
St. Andrew continues to bless its members each      

Sunday by bringing us together via live-stream.  The 

music and the sermon have a significant impact as we 

continue in our struggles as a nation and as a world. 

It has never been so clear that the Christian faith that 

centers on the historical Jesus and His insights into 

the Kingdom of God is what is needed, in both the 

church and the world. We are so divided yet in many 

ways the   corona virus is making it clear that we 

need to be concerned for each 

other and work together for 

the good of all.  

 

Shalom, 

Dick and Ann Harrison  

ADULT CHRISTIAN ED 

Adult CE Suspended Until Fall 

We normally take a break from our regular Sunday 

offerings of adult Christian Education during the 

summer months of June, July and August.  Based 

on the current situation with the coronavirus pan-

demic, we  anticipate that adult CE classes will 

continue to be suspended through the end of May.   

Hopefully, we will be able to begin our regular fall 

schedule with classes starting on the Sunday after 

Labor Day weekend.  We will be working out the 

fall schedule during the next few weeks.  We plan 

to finish the six week course on racism that we had 

started. We are also looking at a two-week course 

on our responses to climate change.  Other sugges-

tions for topics and presenters are strongly encour-

aged.  We need your ideas! 

Please share them with Max Bartlett, elder for 

adult CE.   

HELP NEEDED: The Adult Education com-

mittee is looking for someone with a background 

in Joseph Campbell’s studies of mythology and/or 

the analytic psychology of Carl Gustave Jung.  We 

need help in designing and teaching a series of 

adult ed classes on the power of mythology and 

story as well as what is meant by “Christian my-

thology.”  If you are at all interested, please con-

tact Max Bartlett, elder for Adult Education.  We 

are also searching for members of the committee 

more generally.  Once again, please talk with Max.  

Thanks!   

 

 Church Librarian Needed  

The St. Andrew Church Library is in need of a Church 

Librarian. Our Church Library is in pretty good shape 

right now, but we need someone to help keep it that 

way (primarily organizing and pro-

cessing new books that are donated 

to the library.) You don't need to 

have had prior experience as a li-

brarian. Any book lovers out there 

who would like to volunteer? Con-

tact Pastor Roger. 

Quarantine Calendar   

Sam Montoya is in need of a car.  
 If you or someone you know has a  car that they are 

no longer using, which Sam could 

drive temporarily, or permanently 

take ownership of, please be in touch  

with him directly  at 505-721-0945. 
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Vote in New Mexico's Primary Election on June 2!  

We are being asked to vote absentee for this election to avoid exposing ourselves to Covid-19. Here's the 

information you need to vote absentee: 

An absentee ballot can be cast by any eligible voter. An absentee ballot application must be requested not 

later than Thursday, May 28 (but do it now!)  Completed official  absentee ballots 

shall be accepted until 7:00 p.m. on Election Day. 

 

To request an absentee ballot application: 

 

 Fill out the absentee ballot application online. 

      website: https://portal.sos.state.nm.us/OVR/WebPages/Absentee 

      Application.aspx?type=RA 

      Request an application by phone (505) 243-VOTE (8683), option 2 

 Email your request to clerk@bernco.gov 

 Download the application , Call (505) 243-VOTE with any questions, 

      complete the application and mail it in! 

 

 

Session February 2020  

Hi St. Andrew!  Session met on Zoom Tuesday evening and spent most of our time touching base with our 

lives and church activities and praying.  We had two action items: 

1. We approved the Audit Report. 

2.   We suspended fees from Share Your Care for April and May since they are not operating. 

Average attendance in March: 78 

Membership as of March 31:  171 

 

Treasurers report: 

 

 

March 2020 Current Month Year-to-Date Budget 

Total Income 34,795 111,457 329,300 

Total Expenses 22,677 81,857 336,766 

Difference 12,118 29,600 -7,466 

https://portal.sos.state.nm.us/OVR/WebPages/AbsenteeApplication.aspx?type=RA
https://portal.sos.state.nm.us/OVR/WebPages/AbsenteeApplication.aspx?type=RA
https://portal.sos.state.nm.us/OVR/WebPages/AbsenteeApplication.aspx?type=RA
mailto:clerk@bernco.gov
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May 3-Fourth Sunday of Easter 

3 Acts 2:42–47  

Psalm 23  

1 Peter 2:19–25 

John 10:1–10 

 

May 10- Fifth Sunday of Easter 

Acts 7:55–60  

Psalm 31:1–5, 15–16 1  

Peter 2:2–10  

John 14:1–14 

 

May 17- Sixth Sunday of Easter 

Acts 17:22–31  

Psalm 66:8–20  

1 Peter 3:13–22  

John 14:15–21 

 

May 21- Ascension of the Lord 

Acts 1:1–11  

Psalm 47 or Psalm 93  

Ephesians 1:15–23  

Luke 24:44–53  

 

May 24-Seventh Sunday of 

Easter 

Acts 1:6–14  

Psalm 68:1–10, 32–35  

1 Peter 4:12–14; 5:6–11  

John 17:1–11  

 

May 31- Day of Pentecost 

Acts 2:1–21 or Numbers 11:24–30 

Psalm 104:24–34, 35b  

1 Corinthians 12:3b–13 or  

Acts 2:1–21  

John 20:19–23 or 

John 7:37–39  

May 

1 Roger Powers 

3 Kami Wishart 

              Chloe Encino 

4 Kyle Vick 

5 Anthony Montoya 

6 James Ray 

7 Frank Iske 

8 Fletcher Hahn 

Barbara Sanders 

Hugh Wishart 

Steve Gross 

11 Justin Zahl 

12 Gwen Anlian 

13 Robin Wallace-Jones 

14 Richard Stoops 

Adrian Gonzales  

Tom Weeda 

15 Briana Cuevas 

16          Jeff Encino 

18 Kevin Hughes 

Claire Hanna 

Andrew Stickler 

19 Sharon Frey-Prewitt 

20 Dianne Parker 

23 Samuel Vick 

24          Jake Soliz 

27          Ima Stapleman 

30 Marilyn Daley 

Max Bartlett 

Anna Redsand 

From Greater ABQ  

Habitat for Humanity:  
We are humbled to report that Raising the 

Roof with Love was a huge success—

your extensive support makes a difference 

in the lives of low-income families!  When 

we were forced to move the event online, 

we had no idea what that would mean for 

the outcome, but you rallied to support low 

income families in Albuquerque.  After 

expenses, you and other supporters invest-

ed $81,000 to build strength, stability, and 

self-reliance through shelter!  Thank you, 

St. Andrew Presbyterian, for your support! 

 

 

Be a Faith Climate Voter 
Be a Faith Climate voter by pledging to 

vote with climate and Creation in mind.  

Put love into action for every living crea-

ture and for every vulnerable community 

suffering the effects of our changing cli-

mate.  The nation’s elected leaders and 

public policies should reflect our hared 

values. 

 

Pick up a post card in the St Andrew nar-

thex to join the voter recruitment program 

of the Interfaith Power and Light, a reli-

gious response to global warming. 

 

--Fletcher 
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                       HEALTH MINISTRIES 

Since we are now aware of all there is to know at this time about COVID-19 virus I 

thought, perhaps, some information about viruses, in general, might be helpful in 

expanding our knowledge of the microscopic world. 

Viruses are microscopic organisms that exist almost everywhere on earth. They can 

infect animals, plants, fungi, and even bacteria. Sometimes a virus can cause a disease 

so deadly that it is fatal. Other viral infections trigger no noticeable reaction. They are 

considered the most abundant biological entity on the planet. Almost every ecosystem on Earth contains 

viruses. 

Viruses cannot replicate without a host, so they are classified as parasitic. They are the only type of 

microorganism that cannot reproduce without a host cell. Viruses do not leave fossil remains, so they are 

difficult to trace through time. 

The makeup of a virus affects its ability to spread. Viruses may transmit from person to person and possibly 

from animals to humans. They can spread through touch, exchanges of saliva, coughing or sneezing, sexual 

contact, contaminated food or water, and insects that carry them from one person to another. Viruses cause 

many human diseases. These include small pox, the common cold and different types of flu, measles, mumps, 

rubella, chicken pox, shingles, hepatitis, herpes, cold sores, polio, rabies, Ebola and Hanta fever, HIV/Aids, 

Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome (SARS), dengue fever and Epstein-Barr. Some viruses, such as the 

human papilloma virus can lead to cancer. 

When a body’s immune system detects a virus, it starts to respond to enable cells to survive the attack. The 

immune system produces special antibodies that can bind viruses, making them non-infectious. The body 

sends T cells to destroy the virus. Most viral infections trigger a protective response from the immune system, 

but viruses such as HIV and neurotropic viruses have ways of evading the immune systems defenses. 

Neurotropic viruses infect nerve cells. They are responsible for diseases such as polio, rabies, mumps, and 

measles. 

Bacterial infections can be treated with antibiotics, but viral infections require either vaccinations to prevent 

them in the first place or antiviral drugs to treat them. Sometimes the only possible treatment is to provide 

symptom relief. Antiviral drugs have been developed largely in response to the AIDS pandemic. These drugs 

do not destroy the pathogen, but inhibit their development and slow down the progress of the disease. 

Antivirals are also available to treat infection with the herpes simplex, hepatitis B, hepatitis C, influenza, 

shingles, and chicken pox. Vaccinations are generally the cheapest and most effective way to prevent viruses. 

Some vaccines have succeeded in eliminating diseases, such as small pox. 

Virus vaccinations consist of: a weakened form of the virus, viral proteins called antigens, which stimulate the 

body to form antibodies that will fight off future infections with the same virus, and live-attenuated viruses 

such as immunization for poliomyelitis. Live-attenuated vaccines carry 

the risk of causing the original disease in people with weak immune 

systems. Currently, vaccinations exist for polio, measles, mumps, 

rubella, and shingles. Viral infections usually resolve without treatment, 

but medication can relieve symptoms such as pain, fever and cough.  

Edith Waugh-Feliciano 

source: https://www.medicalnewstoday.com/articles/158179 
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Annual Pentecost Offering, May 31  

God, from my youth, you have taught me.  Psalm 71:17 

Each year on Pentecost Sunday, we celebrate the gift of the Holy Spirit and the birthday of the 

church. The Holy Spir it remains with us still, connecting us with the church of the past, continuing 

to inspire the church of today, and pointing us to the church of the future. Each year, this celebration is 

marked by receiving the Pentecost Offering which nurtures the faith of those who are the church to come 

- children, youth, and young adults. 

As I write this, I wonder, “Where will we be on May 31?”  In April I am in my house, with my husband, 

as I have been for seven weeks.  It’s difficult to feel connected to anyone outside our doors.  Some of us 

might feel quite lonely.  Our church has struggled to engage young people in our faith and worship.  And 

right now, that disconnect might feel even more apparent. 

God’s vision for the world is that everyone find a place within God’s kingdom - God’s house. What we 

celebrate at Pentecost is God’s pouring out of the Holy Spirit so that people of every identity and lan-

guage can hear a word of welcome into God’s household. All belong in God’s household, so how do we 

join together as a family? 

One way is through the Pentecost Offering on May 31.  Our gifts to this offering connect us to the Church 

as a whole; and especially to young people near and far.  In the past some of our youth have participated 

in Triennium - an experience that has a long lasting positive effect on their lives.  Our faith community in  

Albuquerque has benefitted from the service of Young Adult Volunteers.  Here’s how the offering is 

used: 

Congregational Initiatives with Young People 40%  of the Pentecost Offer ing remains with your  

congregation to support ministries with children and youth in your church and local community 

Guiding Youth (Youth Ministries) 25%  suppor ts ministr ies with youth, ages 12-18, and those called   

to accompany them.  

Serving Communities (Young Adult Volunteers) 
25% goes to Young Adult Volunteer (YAV)          ex-

perience.  

Child Advocacy 10%  suppor ts the “Educate a 

Child, Transform the World” national initiative, which 

was affirmed at the 221st General Assembly (2014.) 

The goal of this initiative is to motivate and inspire 

Presbyterians to better the lives of one million children 

by 2020. 

Please consider giving generously to the Pentecost   

Offering on May 31.  May we reach out and join 

with people of faith around the world in nurturing     

our children, youth and young adults. 

--Barbara Sanders  

Mission and Social Justice Committee 
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 Each week since our new normal of social distancing began, I have 

written a Sunday school letter to the children of St. Andrew.  This 

week, as I saved the letter to my computer, I was taken aback by the 

fact that it was the 5th such letter I have sent out.  It seems hard to 

wrap my mind around it being this long!  I have settled into a routine 

where I watch the live stream on my phone and have my computer up 

and ready for inspiration to strike.  I will digress now, but it is to make 

a point.  When I was in high school, I knew that what I wanted to do 

was teach. I had known this since I was 4 years old and got the 

privilege of helping my amazing preschool teacher.  I questioned this desire to teach from the beginning 

because it seemed like this desire came so easily for me.  In high school I took Occupational Child Care 

just to see if working with kids was really my calling.  We ran a daycare 3 days each week and had an 

amazing teacher who taught us all about child psychology and the theory behind what we were doing.  We 

studied Piaget and had to write lesson plans for all of our activities.  I loved every minute of it.  This 

teacher was Jewish and every year she scheduled one day to go to her son's classroom to do fun activities 

to teach his classmates about Hanukah.  She asked me to go with her to be her aid.  It was so exciting.  I 

went and found out that the school her son went to, a public school in Georgia, had a quirky principal who 

would, periodically, have his teachers scrap what they were doing and give them some random item they 

needed to use to teach all subjects with.  The teacher I talked to was laughing about the crunchy peanut 

butter she had once as her teaching tool.  She and the other teachers were so creative and, sure enough, 

were able to teach reading, writing, math, social studies and science using jars of crunchy peanut 

butter.  My first thought was "I hope I never get a principal like that!"  Many years out from that 

experience, and I can say I have taught long enough that if you threw that assignment my way, I could do 

it!  Ok, back to my point.  As I watch Pastor Roger, I do "the crunchy peanut butter" lesson except I take 

what he is speaking of and go from there.  At one point I stopped and thought "Wow!  Look what I can do 

now!"  It would be easy to say I have taught a long time and have learned many tricks along the way.  That 

is true!  I had to reframe how I looked at this ability.  James 1:17 says "Every good and perfect gift is from 

above, coming down from the Father of the heavenly lights, who does not change like shifting 

shadows."  There is a lot in that verse and I am just taking a snippet of the meaning, which isn't always 

wise, but I think you will forgive me.  God gave me the talent to teach.  God breathes through me as I 

work with my kids.  God opens my mind as I write to my students.  I am reminded to be humble and 

grateful to our amazing God who loves us so.  I am so loved that I have been given a job I love and have 

been given the tools needed to do it well.  Thanks be to God! 

--Laura Encino 

 Children’s Sunday School 

Food for Thought on Intergenerational Ministry  
               In 2020, we're striving to continue organizing events that will foster intersecting holy moments for 

all generations alike. These moments are special because they intentionally hold space for all to mutually 

engage and invest in each other in the creation of meaningful relation-

ships, while sharing faith stories and connecting to a larger communi-

ty. What does intergenerational ministry look like to YOU? Share your ideas 

with Claire and the Children & Youth CE Committee! youth.standrewabq 

@gmail.com 

   

mailto:youth.standrewabq@gmail.com
mailto:youth.standrewabq@gmail.com
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CONGREGATIONAL MUSINGS FOR PENTECOST 

The Christian holy day of Pentecost, which is celebrated fifty days after Easter Sunday, com-

memorates the descent of the Holy Spirit upon the Apostles and other followers of Jesus Christ 

while they were in Jerusalem celebrating the Feast of Weeks as described in Acts of the Apos-

tles. 

The term Pentecost comes from the Greek meaning fiftieth. It refers to the festival celebrated 

on the fiftieth day after Passover, also known as the Feast of Weeks. In Judaism the Festival of 

Weeks (Shavuot) is a harvest festival that is celebrated seven weeks and one day after the first 

Sabbath of the Feast of Unleavened Bread (Passover). 

The main sign of Pentecost in the Western churches is the color red. It symbolizes joy and the 

fire of the Holy Spirit. Clergy and choirs wear red vestments, and in modern times, the custom 

has extended to the lay people in the congregation in celebration as well. Red banners are often 

hung from the walls or ceilings to symbolize the blowing of the mighty wind and the free 

movement of the Spirit. The celebrations may depict symbols of the Holy Spirit, such as the 

dove or flames, symbols of the church such as Noah’s Ark and the Pomegranate, or especially 

within Protestant churches of Reformed and Evangelical traditions, words rather than images 

naming for example the gifts and fruits of the Spirit, symbols of the renewal of life, the coming 

of the warmth of summer, and the growth of the church at and from the time of the first Pente-

cost. The singing of Pentecost hymns is also central to the celebrations. Veni, Sancte, Spiritus 

is the sequence hymn for the Day of Pentecost. This has been translated into many languages 

and is sung in many denominations today as an invocation of the Holy Spirit. 

Both Catholics and Protestants may hold spiritual retreats, prayer vigils and litanies in the days 

leading up to Pentecost. In some cases, vigils on the Eve of Pentecost may last all night. From 

the early days of Western Christianity, Pentecost became one of the days set aside to celebrate 

Baptism. It is proposed that the term White Sunday derives from the custom of the newly bap-

tized wearing white clothing, and from the white vestments worn by the clergy. Pentecost is 

also a day for Confirmation celebrations. 

Across denominational lines, Pentecost has been an opportunity for Christians to honor the role 

of the Holy Spirit in their lives, and celebrate the birth of the Church in an ecumenical context. 

The earliest possible date is May 10; the latest possible date is June 13. The day of Pentecost is 

seven weeks after Easter, inclusive 

of Easter Sunday. Because Easter 

has no fixed date, this makes Pente-

cost a moveable feast. 

Edith Waugh-Feliciano 

Source: wikipedia.org 
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ten Evening Ser-

vices

April 2 Lenten Ser-

On three consecutive 

Thursday evenings during 

Lent, all are invited to 

gather at 6:30 pm in the 

sanctuary for a brief ser-

vice of prayer and song 

   Skin cancer 
The skin is made of a variety of cells, many of which are in constant motion. Round basal cells below the 
surface flatten as they rise to replace dead, flaking squamous cells on the surface. Melanocytes tan the 
skin in the sunlight. When these cells become damaged, they may develop into skin cancer.  All skin can-
cers are serious and should be treated promptly. But skin cancer types, treatment options and prognoses 
vary widely depending on the types of cells affected. Common types of skin cancer include: 

Basal cell carcinoma 
Of the more than 3 million cases of skin cancer diagnosed every year, more than 80 percent are basal cell 
carcinoma, according to the American Cancer Society. These cancers develop within the basal cell layer 
of the skin, the lowest part of the epidermis. This type of skin cancer tends to occur in areas of the skin 
that receive the most exposure to the sun, like the head and neck. Basal cell cancers usually grow slowly, 
and it is rare for them to spread, or metastasize, to nearby lymph nodes or even to more distant parts of 
the body. But this may occur if it is left untreated, so early detection and treatment are important. Tell 
your oncologist or dermatologist about any new symptoms or suspicious changes you may have noticed. 

Squamous cell carcinoma 
These cancers are the second most common type of skin cancer, accounting for approximately 20 percent 
of non-melanoma skin cancers. They develop from the flat squamous cells that make up much of epider-
mis, the outermost layer of the skin. This type of skin cancer is usually found on areas of the skin that 
have been exposed to the sun, such as the neck, ears, face or the back of the hand, but they may develop 
in other areas, such as in scars, skin ulcers or the genital region. Squamous cell cancers usually grow 
slowly, and it is uncommon for them to spread, or metastasize. But they are more likely than basal cell 
carcinomas to invade fatty tissue beneath the skin or to spread even further. 

Melanoma 
Melanoma is a cancer that forms in melanocytes, or the skin cells that produce the brown pigment known 
as melanin. These are the cells that darken when exposed to the sun, a protective response to shield the 
deeper layers of the skin from the harmful effects of UV rays.  Melanoma also is more prone to travel 
(metastasize) than most skin cancers. Melanoma cells most often travel to the lungs, liver, bone and 
brains.  
If you want to reduce your risk of developing skin cancer, experts say the first step is to decrease 
your exposure to ultraviolet (UV) light by avoiding direct sunlight and tanning beds. If you must be out-
side, try to avoid the midday sun, stay in the shade when possible and wear sunscreen, long sleeves and a 
wide hat for added protection. For your convenience, you may want to keep this list of tips handy: 
 Limit your exposure to the sun, especially from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m., when the sun is typically the          
      strongest. Seek shade if you are outside. Wear a wide-brimmed hat, UV-blocking sunglasses and long   
      sleeves and pants. 
 Use sunscreen with a sun protection factor (SPF) of 30 or higher if you plan to be outside longer    
      than 20 minutes. The sunscreen should be water resistant and protect against UVA and UVB rays.   
      Reapply regularly, especially after sweating or getting out of the water. 
 Check other products for SPF numbers, too, not just your sunscreen. The labels on some makeup,   
      clothing, (especially hats) and beach accessories, such as tents and umbrellas, include SPF numbers     
      as part of their produce information. 
 Wear sunglasses that protect the eyes from UVA and UVB rays. 
 Don't burn! Sunburns, especially on children, have been linked to an            
      increased risk of developing melanoma later in life. 
 Avoid tanning booths and beds that use concentrated UV light. The                             
      risks are so great that several states prohibit and some countries limit        
      and prohibit the use of tanning beds, especially for teens. 
 Examine your skin for suspicious spots every month and see a derma-

tologist for skin checks once a year. 
 

--Linda Evans, RN 
 
https://www.cancercenter.com/cancer-types/skin-cancer/questions                                                                                                                               

https://www.cancercenter.com/cancer-types/skin-cancer/diagnosis-and-detection
https://www.cancercenter.com/metastasis
https://www.cancercenter.com/community/blog/2017/06/is-there-such-a-thing-as-a-safe-suntan
https://www.cancercenter.com/cancer-types/skin-cancer/questions
https://www.cancercenter.com/cancer-types/skin-cancer/questions
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Faith and Politics Forum-“Climate Crisis, What Can I Do?”-Report 
 

The Forum was held on Sunday afternoon, Feb. 16, 2020.  Over 95 people attended  

and another 20 from Gallup Presbyterian joined via live-streaming.  Over  

half the attendees were from St. Andrew and the most of the others were from other 

churches around town.   Groups also came from NM Interfaith Power and Light  

and NM350.org. We also had a Green Party politician and a member of Extinction  

Rebellion!  
 

The first hour was devoted to five speakers. Initially speaking were younger people, 

Norah Warren, a 6th grader and two recent college graduates, Clara Simm and Tristan 

Wall. They brought their hopes, fears and anxieties about the climate crisis that we all 

face.  Following that was Tom Solomon from NM 350.org discussing what the climate 

will look like in the future.  He underscored the limited time we have to slow and stop the climate crisis.  The 

last speaker, Larry Rasmussen a noted author and lecture on the ethics of climate change, spoke about the 

moral responsibility the climate crisis presents for all people.  
 

The second hour was devoted to small group discussions of individual actions that we can take to limit the 

climate crisis.  The discussions  were facilitated by the five speakers and several congregations members.  

More that 60 people stayed for lively discussions of a list of forty climate actions.  Topping the list was voting 

for climate change advocates in all elections and ran through saving energy by installing LED light bulbs to 

turning off the water in the sink while brushing your teeth.  At the end of the discussions, individuals had a 

list of actions to take home.  

  

Presbyterians for Earth Care 

Friends in Christ, 

I write to invite you to consider becoming part of a newly forming Presbytery Earth Care Team. This pro-

gram is part of the Presbyterians for Earth Care organization. It's focus is to encourage presbytery-level pro-

grams and commitment to addressing rising temperatures, climate change and earth care. At the same time, 

this team would seek to encourage our congregations to become PCUSA Earth Care Congregations. 

 

If you might be interested in exploring this idea, please send me an email. I'm thinking that 10am on Wednes-

day, April 22nd (50th Anniversary of Earth Day) could be a good time to hold a virtual meeting to introduce 

ourselves, etc.  

 

I hope this finds you well, safe, staying at home and hopeful for bending the curve of this flu pandemic and 

addressing the increasing challenges of rising temperatures across our planet. 

 

All the best, 

Dave Wasserman, HR 

Taos, NM 

SW Regional Rep, Steering Committee,  

Presbyterians for Earth Care 

davewass1948@gmail.com  

http://nm350.org/
http://250.org/
mailto:davewass1948@gmail.com
mailto:davewass1948@gmail.com
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Reflections on Earth Day by Rev. Black 

This year we celebrate the 50th Anniversary of Earth Day honoring the sacred gift of the Earth 

God has given us and the need for more responsible environmental stewardship. While Earth 

Day is a relatively new concept in our history, protecting the sacredness of the land, water and 

wildlife of the Earth is an ancient biblical concept the runs from Genesis to Revelation.   

For example, in both Genesis 2 and Revelation 22 we encounter the Tree of Life, a powerful im-

age of hope, redemption, salvation and healing through nature. Bookending the Bible, the Tree 

of Life is a symbol of the alpha and omega highlighting the important interdependent relation-

ship between God, humans and nature found throughout the pages of history. In Genesis 2:9 we 

learn that trees are not just for human use for they are “pleasant to the sight of God” and the 

Tree of Life mirrors the breath of life as God breathes into the dust giving humanity life creating 

interdependence where trees then sustain our very breath.  

In Revelation, the Tree of Life drinks from the River of Life signifying eternal life and fruitful 

abundance. The message is clear, God does not merely tolerate trees and nature, God puts a tree 

at the Center of the Heavenly City of God. By doing this, the Creator reminds us that all devel-

opment must be done in balance with nature and that through the leaves of the Tree of Life na-

tions will be healed creating peace with all creation. As scholar Matthew Sleeth points out, the 

Tree of Life bookends the Bible reminding us that caring for creation is not a new theology, but 

perhaps our oldest theology and one we’ve simply forgotten. Indeed, throughout the Bible God 

works through trees, bushes and shrubs---Noah is handed an olive branch, Abraham meets an-

gels under a tree, Moses encounters God in a burning bush, Psalms tell us to be like firmly root-

ed trees, God uses a tree to teach Jonah a lesson, Ezekiel uses the Tree of Life to bring hope to 

the oppressed, and Jesus, one of only two carpenters named in the bible, portrays the kingdom of 

heaven as a mustard seed that grows into a giant tree.  

As the vine that brings eternal life, Jesus ultimately stretches out his hands to die on a tree. It’s 

no accident that Mary Magdalene, the first to the tomb, mistakes the risen Jesus as a Gardner, 

Christ the Gardner who saves and redeems all of creation.  

So my friends this Earth Day "Nature Your Soul" by taking time to 

get outside for a walk, hike, do some gardening, or simple sit in 

your yard enjoying the sounds of birds or the beauty of the stars in 

the night sky.  

To get your community more involved and support you in your 

stewardship of the Earth I've created an exciting new initiative 

called Earth Keepers 360. Check out: www.earth-keepers.org and 

sign up for our weekly spiritual and environmental reflection.   

 

-- Rev. Andrew Black 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001fBO9Op5bpI6OiwoMm5WYyeqfl8cbkysdfCcUH_8kMjXp_HBtQNHUpcLpeog6QPGTkZ_LIBH362in62BNgY_nnEDFA1MNESWZcoll-SKv9py7SWhlbPPipyX_OsPO4VrZnprcvEDfcUib-xNnYcb3Jw==&c=cQNGMOpSpTqdh89bWI2TTQSH7m7gHjur03dlWzUijyhIsIdX3lZUzQ==&ch=Y5s9mvZBdpWX2
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001fBO9Op5bpI6OiwoMm5WYyeqfl8cbkysdfCcUH_8kMjXp_HBtQNHUpaEXp6VoB1WtL1lJGuzWaIBpLIsMBBcidA1p0XLqiTpH6-nwkvFzUfEdnjJZOECAmfTunfEgJOd_9D0-g0AbnV1qiGP5a88qtW027JiZ9xH1m1vL6duACIb2hWFwIs_mmA==&c=cQNGMOpSpTqdh89bWI2TTQSH7m7gHjur03dlWzUij
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YAVs Prove Able to Shift, Adapt and Learn on the Fly 
 

While Luke Rembold isn’t grateful for the circumstances of the current COVID-19  

crisis and the pain and fear it is causing, he is grateful for the way he sees his Young 

Adult Volunteers (YAVs) responding. 

Rembold is site coordinator for the Albuquerque YAV site and youth and young adult ministry coor-

dinator for the Presbytery of Santa Fe. A former YAV himself, he is currently walking alongside four 

YAVs and is finding strength, resilience and opportunities for them to take leadership roles they might 

not otherwise have. “I think this crisis is a rich learning opportunity for YAVs,” he said. “As someone 

who has worked with young adults for most of a decade, I’m constantly advocating that we carve out 

more space for our young people to lead us and I think this is a time for that to happen.” Rembold says 

in some congregations, young adults have been able to use their knowledge of technology to help their 

congregations think digitally and help with new ways of worshiping, including live-streaming. “It’s a 

fairly seamless transition for young folks to go to a virtual and digital world, something we’ve given 

them a bad rap for a long time because they are always on their phones,” he said. “Now it’s reality for 

everyone and we’re realizing, “Hey, they really know what they’re doing. Suddenly, we see that 

knowledge as valuable. It always has been but it’s such a shift in the way that we have traditionally 

done things that we  couldn’t quite see before.” 

 

Two of the Albuquerque YAVs are currently working remotely from the home the YAVs share togeth-

er.  Another works at a shelter for young adults who are homeless or facing housing instability. The 

other was working largely in an office providing important data about the homeless population. Their 

entire administration building has been shut down, so he has shifted to working in the field.  “It’s been 

fascinating to watch him and see how excited he is about what he is doing. Rather than responding with 

fear or wishing he was able to do his old job, he’s been thrilled to learn something new and engage 

with people in a new way. He has shifted from a more digital platform to a more people-based plat-

form. He’s learned a lot about safety and hygiene protocols as well. He has been able to let go of what 

he was doing and move into a new reality. It’s inspiring to watch,” Rembold said. 

Rembold says he believes that many of the core tenets of the YAV program have helped the YAVs 

make a smooth transition because they have been enacting practices like intentional community all 

along. They must learn to work out problems together, such as who gets to set up their home work-

space in the dining room and who must work in their bedroom. “It takes a lot of hard conversations and 

very direct communications and that is only amplified when those are the people you are spending that 

much more time with now,” he said. “Watching them work through that as a community, how to meet 

their own needs and work to accommodate one another in stressful times, requires them to offer a lot of 

grace and understanding at a time when they may not feel they are at their best.”   

                                Continued…. 

  

https://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/yav/
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/yav/
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/yav/sites/albuquerque/
https://santafepresbytery.org/
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...Continued 

Through the YAV program, site coordinators strive to engage YAVs in questions around identity. 

Questions include these: “How do I define myself by the work I do? How do I define myself by 

the community that surrounds me? How do I define myself by my productivity?” The current cri-

sis has many    people asking these same questions of themselves. Rembold said he believes 

YAVs can be leaders in this conversation as well.  Laura, a Tucson YAV, wrote about productivi-

ty in her blog: “This year has challenged my idea of productivity. I have always thought of a pro-

ductive day as one where I turn a to-do list into a to-done list. A productive conversation is one 

where there is a set outcome and action steps decided, right? 

“As a YAV house, we have weekly community check-ins. Sometimes these meetings address specif-

ic issues: budgeting, community chores, schedules, etc. But other times we take time to have con-

versations that are really needed, but don’t have a defined outcome. We talk about how each of us 

is doing, how we are feeling about our community, work, and families. Sometimes there are lots of 

laughs during this and other times it is more serious. All of this is good. All of this is necessary. 

All of this is productive. 

“A few weeks ago, while building a ramp one day for a Community Home Repair Projects of Ari-

zona client, we sat down for a lunch break. Usually this takes about 30 minutes, but that day, the 

client’s caregiver struck up a conversation and we sat and talked for close to an hour. Sure, this 

slowed us down. If we were more focused and worked faster, we could have gotten further along 

on that day’s project. But every moment of that day was fruitful.” 

Rembold, a former Tucson YAV, is a cradle Presbyterian raised in the Pacific Northwest. Family 

members for generations have been Presbyterian pastors. “Ministry is something that is in the 

family, but my parents are educators, and I continue to learn from them,” he said. “In terms of my 

own vocational discernment, I’ve found an intersection of ministry and education. My folks re-

mind me, you can have the same curriculum every year, but it’s always going to look different. 

The question is how we shift and adapt and learn on the fly.” 

--by Kathy Melvin | Presbyterian News Service 

 

Addendum as of 4/13/2020: We have decided to ask our  two remaining YAVs working in the 

field to stay home, in order to best follow the statewide stay-at-home order and work to protect the 

larger community. These are hard conversations, but ABQYAV remains committed to the safety 

of our YAVs while striving to engage in our program mission. 

We will continue to evaluate when YAVs will be able to re-

turn to the field, and look forward to YAVs finishing their ex-

perience here alongside their community partners. 

http://www.chrpaz.org/
http://www.chrpaz.org/
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St. Andrew Presbyterian Church  
Building a community of faith unleashed into the world by the love of God. 

Our Mission: 

Proclaiming and living the Good News of Jesus Christ by: 

  Listening to a loving God 

  Celebrating our faith together 

  Nurturing each other in Christian love and spiritual growth 

  Working for social justice and peace 

  Reaching out in compassionate service 

  Being stewards of all God’s gifts 

 

We are located at 5301 Ponderosa Ave. NE, one block east of 

San Mateo and across from Montgomery Park. 

Worship Services:  Every Sunday at 9:30 am 

 

Please contact us at: 

Phone:  (505) 881-9626 

Fax:      (505) 884-9636 

E-mail:  adm.standrewabq@aol.com 

www.standrewabq.org 


