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What a week this has been! A record number of Americans voted in this election. 
Percentage-wise, it was the highest voter turnout since the year 1900! More than 100 
million voters cast their ballots before Election Day in early voting. Millions more came 
out to the polls on Tuesday, some waiting in line for hours, to cast their vote in person. 
And once the polls closed, the whole country – and the world – waited, and waited, and 
waited, as the votes were counted. It wasn’t until yesterday that it became clear that Joe 
Biden and Kamala Harris had won enough votes to become the next duly elected 
president and vice president of the United States. 
 
It is a historic presidential election in that Joe Biden is the oldest person ever to be 
elected president in the U.S. He turns 78 this month. Biden double majored in history 
and political science at the University of Delaware before earning his law degree from 
the Syracuse University College of Law. He practiced law for a few years before being 
elected to the U.S. Senate in 1972 at the young age of 29. He served six terms as a 
senator from Delaware before winning the 2008 election with Barack Obama and 
serving as vice president from 2009 to 2017. 
 
More importantly, this is a historic election, because Biden’s running mate, Senator 
Kamala Harris, is the first woman, first Black American, first South Asian American to 
be elected vice president of the United States. The daughter of immigrant parents, 
Vice President-elect Harris’ father is an economist from Jamaica and her mother is a 
biologist from India. She grew up in Berkeley, California, graduated from Howard 
University with a degree in political science and economics, and received a law degree 
from the University of California, Hastings College of the Law. She was admitted to 
the California Bar in 1990 and worked her way up the ranks to become district 
attorney of San Francisco and later attorney general of California. She was elected to 
the U.S. Senate in 2016. And now she has broken the glass ceiling of the vice 
presidency three times over. 
 
How far we have come as a nation!  It was just over 400 years ago, soon after the first 
permanent English settlement had been established at Jamestown, Virginia, that the first 
African slaves were brought to our shores.  Our nation was built with slave labor, 
which was legal for 246 years until 1865, when the 13th Amendment to the U.S. 
Constitution outlawed slavery.  And while Black men were given the right to vote in 
1870 with the passage of the 15th Amendment to the Constitution, women would not 
have the vote until the passage of the 19th amendment in 1920. Even then, many women 
of color, and men of color as well, were still barred from exercising their right to vote by 
discriminatory voting laws at the state level.  It wasn’t until the passage of the Voting 
Rights Act of 1965 that many of them were finally able to exercise their right to vote. 
Now, 55 years later, a Black woman has been elected vice president of the United States.  
How far we have come! 
 



In this morning’s scripture passage we hear of another people that had come a long 
way.  The people of Israel had finally settled in the land of Canaan, the land that God 
had promised to their forefathers Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.  Their leader, Joshua, has 
them look back at their history to see how far they have come.  “Joshua said to all the 
people: ‘Thus says the Lord, the God of Israel: Long ago your ancestors -- Terah and his 
sons Abraham and Nahor -- lived beyond the Euphrates and served other gods.  Then I 
took your father Abraham from beyond the River and led him through all the land of 
Canaan and made his offspring many.’”   
 
Joshua recounts how Abraham fathered Isaac and Isaac fathered Jacob, and how Jacob 
had twelve sons, whose families would grow to be the twelve tribes of Israel.  The 
Israelites migrated to Egypt where they were enslaved.  Then God raised up Moses and 
Aaron to liberate the Israelites from slavery and lead them out of Egypt.  The Israelites 
spent forty years wandering in the wilderness until finally they were led to the 
Promised Land.  The hand of God was in all of these events.  And yet, some of the 
Israelites continued to serve other gods, foreign gods, gods that their ancestors had 
served in Egypt and beyond the Euphrates River. 
 
Joshua implores them to put away the gods of their ancestors and to revere and serve 
only Yahweh, the one true God of Israel.  They must choose.  They can’t hedge their 
bets, serving both Yahweh and their ancestral gods, just in case Yahweh doesn’t come 
through for them.  If they are going to serve Yahweh they must do so completely and 
wholeheartedly.  Joshua and his family set the example.  “As for me and my 
household,” Joshua says, “we will serve the Lord.” 
 
“The people answered, ‘Far be it from us that we should forsake the Lord to serve other 
gods; for it is the Lord our God who brought us and our ancestors up from the land of 
Egypt, out of the house of slavery, and who did those great signs in our sight.  He 
protected us along all the way that we went, and among all the peoples through whom 
we passed; and the Lord drove out before us all the peoples, the Amorites who lived in 
the land.  Therefore we also will serve the Lord, for he is our God.’” 
 
But Joshua isn’t satisfied.  He presses them.  Don’t make this decision lightly.  Don’t 
make a commitment that you’re not willing to keep.  Be sure about the choice you are 
making. 
 
The people of Israel are sure.  Twice more they affirm: “We will serve the Lord.” 
 
Just as the people of Israel saw God’s hand at work in their nation’s history, perhaps we 
can see God’s hand at work in ours as well.  When White plantation owners exploited 
Black slave labor for economic gain, and White Christians justified it biblically as God’s 
will, was it God who inspired White and Black people alike to take up the cause of 
abolition at great risk to themselves in order to eventually bring an end to chattel 
slavery? When women did not have the same rights as men, and men used the Bible to 
justify the oppression of women, was it God who raised up suffragists to struggle for 
women’s right to vote so that women would have the political power to advocate for 
themselves more effectively? 
 
Certainly God was at work in the 20th century, as the words of the Rev. Martin Luther 
King, Jr. remind us: “The nation is sick; trouble is in the land, confusion all around...  



But I know, somehow, that only when it is dark enough can you see the stars.  And I see 
God working in this period of the twentieth century.  Something is happening in our 
world.  The masses of people are rising up.  And wherever they are assembled today, 
whether they are in Johannesburg, South Africa; Nairobi, Kenya; Accra, Ghana; New 
York City; Atlanta, Georgia; Jackson, Mississippi; or Memphis, Tennessee, the cry is 
always the same: ‘We want to be free.’” 
 
Today, in 2020, we need God’s help, God’s wisdom and guidance, more than ever.  Our 
country faces tremendous challenges. Racist policies and ideas still run deep in our 
society. Our nation has become politically polarized to the extreme. The spread of the 
coronavirus seems to be raging out of control. Our economy needs rebuilding. Global 
climate change needs to be addressed urgently. Our relationships with other nations 
need to be restored.  
 
The election of Joe Biden and Kamala Harris gives many Americans hope that we can 
meet these enormous challenges.  On the other hand, many other Americans are 
reacting to the election with disbelief, even denial, believing that their leadership will 
only bring an end to “the American way of life.” Whichever way we voted, however we 
may feel about a Biden/Harris administration, whether positive or negative, hopeful or 
pessimistic, they are unlikely to meet the huge expectations we place upon them. They 
are, after all, only human. Their power, even as president and vice president, is limited.  
 
God, on the other hand, will never let us down.  God will never let us go.  And God will 
never let us off.  So, let us serve the Lord, our God, for God’s power is limitless, and 
God’s love and care are infinite.  Thanks be to God!  Amen. 
  


